MUSEUM & ARCHIVES AND
HERITAGE LANDS BOARD
AGENDA
Thursday, May 24, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.
Dufferin Room (rear entrance)
229 Broadway, Orangeville

Declarations of Pecuniary Interest by Members
1.

MUSEUM BOARD – May 24, 2012 – Item #1
Forest Conservation By-law Minor Exemption Application
1.1

Comments will be received from the public in attendance

1.2

Report from the County Forester, dated May 24, 2012 from the
Director/Curator dated May 24, 2012 to provide information to the Board
regarding a minor exemption to the Forest Conservation By-law 2006-15

Recommendation:
THAT the Director/Curator’s report dated May 24, 2012 regarding the minor
exemption to the Forest Conservation By-Law 2006-15 be received;
AND THAT the application for an exemption to clear the woodland of approximately
6.7 acres located at Lot 24, Con. 6 in the Township of East Luther Grand Valley be
granted, with a condition requiring the landowner to make reasonably sure that no
species at risk are present (for compliance with the Endangered Species Act).
2.

MUSEUM BOARD – May 24, 2012 – Item #2
Preparation of Twenty-year Management Plan for the Dufferin County Forest
A report from the Director/Curator dated May 24, 2012 to provide the Board with
an outline for the preparation of a new twenty-year (2015-2035) management
plan for the Dufferin County Forest.
Recommendation:
THAT the Director/Curator’s report dated May 24, 2012 regarding the
preparation of a twenty year management plan for the Dufferin County Forest be
received for information purposes.
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3.

MUSEUM BOARD – May 24, 2012 – Item #3
Museum Trust Fund Board Minutes for May 23, 2012
To be distributed on desk.

NEXT MEETING

To be determined
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THE CORPORATION OF THE COUNTY OF DUFFERIN
REPORT TO
DCMAHL BOARD
To:

Chair Oosterhof and Members of the Committee

From:

Wayne Townsend, Director/Curator

Date:

May 24, 2012

Subject:

Minor Exemption Application: Forest Conservation By-Law (2006-15)

Purpose
The purpose of this report is to recommend the approval of an application for a minor exemption
to the forest conservation by-law (2006-15).
Background and Discussion
The owner of Lot 24, Con. 6 in the Township of East Luther Grand Valley has applied for a
minor exemption to the forest conservation by-law (2006-15). This application is necessary
because the owners would like to clear an area of approximately 6.7 acres (2.7 ha) for the
purpose of using it as farmland/cropland. The process for considering the minor exemption is
described in section 9 of the by-law, which is attached for your information.
As is required by the by-law, abutting property owners were informed of the application and a
sign outlining the proposed application was posted at the subject property.
A sampling of the portion of the property that the landowner wishes to clear shows a mix of
lowland hardwood tree species, including poplar, white birch, and elm. The trees appear in
general to be in poor health, with many of the poplar and elm in decline or dead. Two
porcupines were observed in the woodland. Information from the Ministry of Natural Resources
indicates that there are no recorded Species at Risk in the area proposed for clearing. However,
butternut may be present in the woodland (not every tree was examined during the sampling)
and it would be a contravention of the Endangered Species Act to cut it unless it has been
deemed non-retainable by a qualified Butternut Health Assessor.
In general, woodlands provide many benefits, including carbon sequestration, moderation of
temperatures and rainfall, wildlife habitat, a variety of forest products, control of soil erosion, and
biodiversity.
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The woodland is generally located in an area of agricultural use mixed with similar lowland
woodlands.
Section 9 of the by-law provides for permission for the clearing to be denied, granted, or granted
with conditions.
Since the health of the woodland is poor and the purpose of the clearing is to expand
agricultural use which is in keeping with land use in the general area, it is recommended that the
application for the exemption be granted with the stipulation that the landowner make
reasonably sure that no species at risk are present in the portion of the woodland that is to be
cleared (for compliance with the Endangered Species Act).

Local Municipal Impact
None.

Financial Impact
None.

Recommendation
THAT the Director/Curator’s report of May 24, 2012 regarding the minor exemption to the
forest conservation by-law (2006-15) be received;
AND THAT the application for an exemption to clear the woodland of approximately 6.7
acres located at Lot 24, Con. 6 in the Township of East Luther Grand Valley be granted,
with a condition requiring the landowner to make reasonably sure that no species at risk
are present (for compliance with the Endangered Species Act).
Respectfully submitted,

Wayne Townsend
Curator/Director
Attachment: Forest Conservation By-law 2006-15

THE CORPORATION OF THE COUNTY OF DUFFERIN
REPORT TO
DCMAHL BOARD
To:

Chair Oosterhof and Members of the Board

From:

Wayne Townsend, Director/Curator

Date:

May 24, 2012

Subject:

Preparation of Twenty-Year Management Plan for the Dufferin County Forest

Purpose
The purpose of this report is to provide an outline for the preparation of a new twenty-year
(2015-2035) management plan for the Dufferin County Forest.
Background and Discussion
The twenty-year management plan for the Dufferin County Forest that was completed in 1995
will expire in 2015. This necessitates the preparation of a new twenty-year plan for 2015-2035,
which will include an operating plan for 2015-2020. A number of items must be completed in
preparation for the writing of the plan. A description of these items, with an approximate
timeline, is shown in Table 1.
Table 1: Preparation of Twenty-Year Management Plan - Timeline of Major Activities
Date
Activity
December 2012
issue forest inventory contract
December 2012
issue user survey contract
September 2013
form advisory committee
January 2014
start publicity regarding plan process
January 2014
start writing management plan
September 2014
present final plan to Board/Council
The management plan is not expected to include any major deviations from the philosophy of
the most recent operating plan.
Local Municipal Impact
None.
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Financial Impact
The main expenses related to the preparation of the management plan are shown in Table 2.
Table 2: Preparation of Twenty-Year Management Plan – Major Expenses
Activity
Approximate Cost*
Budget Year
Forest inventory contract
$20,000
2013
User survey contract
$10,000
2013
Total in 2013
$30,000.00
Economic valuation of ecosystem services
Summer student
Advisory committee
Publicity
Total in 2014

$10,000
$8,000
$5,000
$5,000
$28,000.00

2014
2014
2014
2014

Grand Total
$58,000.00
*The costs do not include staff time that will have to be dedicated to this process.
These amounts will be included in the draft operating budgets for 2013 and 2014 for
consideration.

Recommendation
THAT the Director/Curator’s report of May 24, 2012 regarding the preparation of a twentyyear management plan for the Dufferin County Forest be received for information
purposes.

Respectfully submitted,

Wayne Townsend
Director/Curator

