
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19 Information for Individuals & Families 
Updated on May 7, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. 

Canada & Ontario Expand COVID-19 Rapid Testing 

Ontario Launches a COVID-19 Rapid Screening Initiative for Small & Medium-Sized Businesses 

The province, in partnership with the federal government and the Ontario Chamber of Commerce, has
launched the COVID-19 Rapid Screening Initiative for small and medium-sized businesses. The initiative
will provide free rapid antigen tests for employees of small and medium-sized businesses through
participating local chambers of commerce and other organizations. The program will screen for
asymptomatic cases of COVID-19 in the workplace that might otherwise be missed. To contact
participating local chambers of commerce and boards of trade about the COVID-19 Rapid Screening
Initiative, visit the Ontario Chamber of Commerce (click here). 

Also, the Government of Canada announced that it is increasing access to COVID-19 rapid testing for
workers. The government is encouraging businesses and organizations to apply for free rapid tests for
workplace screening projects. Rapid tests will be available to employers through: 

Shoppers Drug Mart locations in COVID-19 hot spots in Ontario for small- and medium-sized
enterprises

Non-profit, charitable and Indigenous community organizations can pre-register now to access
rapid tests through the Canadian Red Cross

Larger organizations with close-contact employees have been able to request rapid tests directly
through a new federal portal

Federal workplaces where workers are at higher risk of exposure to COVID-19 can launch
workplace screening programs using rapid tests 

Please click here and here for more information. 

Canada Announces Additional Support for Equitable Access to new COVID-19 Medical Solutions 

The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today announced additional funding for the Access to COVID-19
Tools (ACT) Accelerator. This $375 million contribution will help develop, produce, and distribute
diagnostics, therapeutics, and vaccines to low-and-middle-income countries. 

Please click here and here for more information. 

https://occ.ca/covid-19-rapid-screening-initiative-ontario/
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000082/ontario-expands-covid-19-rapid-testing-across-province
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2021/05/government-of-canada-increases-access-to-covid-19-rapid-testing-for-workers.html
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2021/05/07/prime-minister-announces-additional-support-equitable-access-new
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2021/05/canadas-increased-contributions-to-the-act-accelerator.html

