
March 25, 2020 

COVID-19 Federal and Provincial Updates 

The Provincial and Federal Governments have made a series of announcements today as 
the COVID-19 situation continues in Canada. Below is a summary of today’s 
announcements and links to where you can find out more information about any of 
these announcements. 

Federal: 

• The federal emergency bill to inject billions of dollars of aid into the Canadian
economy for workers, families, and businesses has passed the Senate.

• The total aid package was initially proposed at $82 billion, but is now $107 billion,
with direct support to Canadians and small businesses increasing to $52 billion.

• The federal government decided the best way to support Canadians who are out
of work, sick, supporting loved ones or in isolation due to the novel coronavirus is
to have one emergency benefit – the Canadian Emergency Response Benefit.

o “And the idea is that we are going to deliver for every Canadian who finds
themselves in a situation, where they’ve earned revenue in the past 12
months of $5,000 or more, and they don’t have any income as a result of
COVID-19, they can get this benefit,” Morneau said.

o The benefit is $2,000 a month for four months.
o https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2020/03/introduces-

canada-emergency-response-benefit-to-help-workers-and-
businesses.html

o Government introduces Canada Emergency Response Benefit to help
workers and businesses: “Canadians would begin to receive their CERB
payments within 10 days of application. The CERB would be paid every
four weeks and be available from March 15, 2020 until October 3, 2020.”

• The Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety (CCOHS) has made
selected courses and publications freely available to help support workplaces in
their efforts to protect the health, safety and well-being of their employees
during the Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic.
https://www.canada.ca/en/centre-occupational-health-
safety/news/2020/03/ccohs-makes-courses-and-publications-available-to-help-
workplaces-during-covid-19-pandemic.html

o During the pandemic, CCOHS is making the following courses and
publications available for free as well as other credible resources available
on their Flu and Infectious Disease Outbreak website
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www.ccohs.ca/outbreaks and the Pandemic topic page 
www.ccohs.ca/topics/hazards/health/pandemics/  

• Statement on joint international effort to ensure supply chain connectivity amid 
COVID-19 pandemic: https://www.canada.ca/en/global-
affairs/news/2020/03/statement-on-joint-international-effort-to-ensure-supply-
chain-connectivity-amid-covid-19-pandemic.html 

o “Today, Canada, alongside our international partners Australia, Brunei, 
Chile, Myanmar, New Zealand and Singapore, committed to facilitate the 
cross-border movement of goods, services and people by maintaining 
open and connected supply chains throughout the pandemic.” 

o “Coordinating with our international partners is critical to ensuring that 
Canadian businesses of all sizes can continue to deliver essential goods to 
people and places that need them.” 

• COVID-19: The Government of Canada is taking action to support the publishing and 
news sectors https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/news/2020/03/covid-19-
the-government-of-canada-is-taking-action-to-support-the-publishing-and-news-
sectors.html 

o “The Government of Canada is taking action to support our publishing and 
news sectors during the COVID-19 pandemic. These efforts will help 
ensure Canadians can continue to get reliable news and information 
related to COVID-19, so they can make the right decisions to stay healthy 
and safe.” 

Provincial: 

• Ontario’s Action Plan: Responding to COVID-19 
o https://news.ontario.ca/mof/en/2020/03/ontarios-action-plan-responding-

to-covid-19.html 
o “Premier Ford and Minister Phillips Announce Additional Health Care 

Resources and Support for People, Jobs and Employers” 
o “The government’s action plan is a first step in its response to COVID-19 

and includes $7 billion in additional resources for the health care system 
and direct support for people and jobs. It also will make available $10 
billion in support for people and businesses through tax and other 
deferrals to improve their cash flow, protecting jobs and household 
budgets. 

o This $17 billion response is a critical first step to ensure our health care 
system, communities and economy are positioned to weather the 
challenges ahead. The plan includes historic levels of prudence, including a 
dedicated $1 billion COVID-19 contingency fund, as part of the additional 
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health care investments, as well as an unprecedented $2.5 billion reserve 
and an increased contingency fund of $1.3 billion to provide flexibility to 
respond to changing global circumstances.  

o This plan includes $3.3 billion in additional health care resources to protect 
the health and well-being of the people of Ontario 

**For additional news pertaining to businesses during COVID-19 check out the 
Economic Development COVID-19 page which is updated with news articles specific to 
business during the pandemic.  


