
Ontario will be Expanding Access to COVID-19 Antivirals as well as PCR Testing for Certain Individuals

The Ontario government is expanding eligibility for COVID-19 antiviral treatments and PCR testing to 
more high-risk individuals. Effective immediately, the following higher-risk groups are eligible to be 
tested and assessed for antiviral treatments, such as Paxlovid, in Ontario:
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Individuals aged 18 and over who are immunocompromised 
Individuals aged 70 and over
Individuals aged 60 and over with fewer than three vaccine doses
Individuals aged 18 and over with fewer than three vaccine doses and at least one risk 
condition (e.g., a chronic medical condition)

Anyone who is eligible for an assessment is now also eligible for a PCR test at any testing centre.

Beginning April 12, Ontario is making it easier for eligible individuals with a prescription to access 
antivirals by expanding dispensing locations to include participating pharmacies across the province. 
A list of pharmacies that are dispensing Paxlovid will be available at Ontario.ca/antivirals as of 
Wednesday, April 13 at 8:00 a.m. The list will be regularly updated as the list of participating 
pharmacies expands.

Treatment for antivirals must be started within five days of symptoms in most cases. Individuals who 
are part of higher risk groups and who have COVID-19 symptoms should immediately seek testing 
and care, by contacting their health care provider or visiting a clinical assessment centre. A positive 
rapid antigen test, PCR or rapid molecular test is required as part of the assessment for antiviral 
treatment. Health care providers may also determine if antiviral treatment is appropriate for patients 
based on individual circumstances even if they do not belong to one of the groups listed.

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1002011/ontario-expanding-access-to-covid-19-antivirals
https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Clinical-Practice-Guidelines_Update_20220118.pdf
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/assessment-centre-locations
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid-19-antiviral-treatment

