
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

COVID-19 Information for Individuals & Families 
Updated on April 28, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. 

New Temporary Emergency Order Aims to Make More Hospital Beds Available 

Ontario Announces Emergency Order to Make Beds Available for COVID-19 Patients if Necessary 

In response to the rapid rise in hospitalizations and ICU admissions, the province is amending O. Reg.
272/21 under the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act (EMCPA). 

This temporary emergency order will provide hospitals with the flexibility to transfer patients, whose
doctors have determined they no longer require hospital care, to long-term care or retirement homes
without obtaining the consent of the patient or, where the patient is incapable, their substitute decision
maker. The amended order can only be used during major surge events where the demand for critical
care threatens to overwhelm a hospital. 

Hospitals may rely upon this order only when necessary to respond to a major surge event and when
the attending physician is satisfied that the patient will receive the care they require at the long-term
care or retirement home. Transfers will only be made when medical professionals are confident they will
not compromise the patient's medical condition, and where all of the other conditions specified within
the order have been met. Patients who are not placed in their first choice of long-term care or who are
transferred to a retirement home will retain their priority on the long-term care waitlist for their first-
choice home. Please click here for more information. 

Ontario Introduces Legislation, that if Passed, will Start the Regulation of Physician Assistants 

The Ontario government introduced legislation that, if passed, will regulate personal support workers,
physician assistants and behaviour analysts. This legislation would also promote the timely reporting of
COVID-19 vaccine data to the Ministry of Health. The Advancing Oversight and Planning in Ontario’s 
Health System Act, 2021, would, if passed: 

Establish a new legislative framework to support greater uniformity of education and training
standards for personal support workers

Regulate physician assistants as new members of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of
Ontario, to improve their integration within Ontario’s health care system

Regulate behaviour analysts as a new profession under the College of Psychologists of Ontario
Support timely reporting to the ministry of all relevant data from COVID-19 vaccination sites,

including voluntary socio-demographic information 

A new oversight body, called the Health and Supportive Care Providers Oversight Authority would be
established for the registration of PSWs and would have defined roles, responsibilities and
accountabilities. Further details will be set out in regulation following consultation with the sector. 

Please click here and here for more information. 

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000020/ontario-maximizing-critical-care-capacity-to-support-hospitals
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000014/ontario-introduces-legislation-to-strengthen-health-workforce-accountability-and-enhance-data-driven-covid-19-response
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1000016/proposed-legislation-to-strengthen-the-health-and-supportive-care-workforce-during-covid-19-and-beyond

