
Ontario Expanding Access to Free Rapid Tests

The Ontario government is expanding access to free rapid testing kits to the general public for at-home 
use. Free rapid tests provided by the government are intended for personal use. In total, the province is 
making 44 million rapid tests available to the public for free over the coming weeks.
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Please click here for more information.

Starting February 9, over 2,300 participating grocery and pharmacy locations will provide free rapid 
tests while supplies last, with a limit of one box of five tests per household per visit. Participating 
retailers will receive additional supply from the province each week and have the ability to determine 
how tests are distributed in order to best serve the community, including through appointment 
bookings, at checkout or through online orders. A list of participating retailers as well as information on 
how retail locations are distributing rapid test kits can be found at Ontario.ca/rapidtest.

Ontario Expands Rapid Test Rollout

To support access to tests for communities that face barriers to testing, the government will be using 
lead agencies to distribute rapid tests through existing local partnerships, such as community centres, 
community health centres, places of worship, and food banks. Lead agencies will also be able to 
provide additional boxes depending on individual circumstances, such as a multi-generational home or 
an immunocompromised family member.

A person who tests positive on a rapid antigen test is no longer required to get a confirmatory PCR or 
rapid molecular test. If you test positive you must isolate. Visit Ontario.ca/exposed to learn more 
about isolation directions. 

Please click here for more detailed information.

Ontario Extends Date to Renew Health Cards

The Ontario government is extending the requirement to renew health cards until September 30, 2022. 
Ontarians will continue to be able to use their expired health card, including a red and white health 
card, to access insured health care services. Health care providers can continue to accept expired health 
cards following the previous February 28, 2022 deadline. To make it easier and more convenient for 
Ontarians to renew health cards online, ServiceOntario is taking steps to enable online health card 
renewal using Ontario Photo Cards in the coming months.
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