
Ontario Expands Eligibility for Main Street Relief Grant
Ontario Expands the Number of Small Businesses that Can Apply for the Main Street Relief Grant

The province is expanding the number of small businesses that can apply for the Main Street Relief Grant 
to help offset the costs of purchasing personal protective equipment (PPE). Small businesses with 2 to 19 
employees in all eligible sectors - expanded from 2-9 employees - including those in the arts, recreation 
sectors, etc., can now apply for up to $1,000 in financial support. 
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This one-time grant reimburses main street businesses for up to $1,000 in PPE costs incurred since 
March 17, 2020. Eligible businesses for the Main Street Relief Grant now include those with 2 to 19 
employees in the following sectors:

retail trade
accommodation and food services
repair and maintenance
personal and laundry services
gyms and yoga studios
arts, entertainment, and recreation

Please click here for more information.

Ontario to Continue COVID-19 Response During Upcoming Legislative Sitting

Ontario is providing the Ontario Heritage Trust (OHT) with $4.3 million to ensure it can carry out its work 
during COVID-19. This one-time investment will protect jobs, while ensuring Ontario's cultural and 
natural heritage properties remain supported and accessible. It will also continue to offer province-wide 
programming, ensure compliance with public health protocols and fund necessary preservation efforts. 

In the first weeks of the winter sitting, the government plans to proceed with labour and public safety 
legislation. The government has also wrapped up consultations for the 2021 Ontario Budget. The 
budget will be delivered by March 31, 2021. The legislature is scheduled to sit for 13 weeks of business 
before rising for the summer.

The grant can be used to help cover the costs of a variety of PPE, including installing plexiglass or 
purchasing gloves and masks. Eligible businesses can apply for this grant and other COVID-19 financial 
supports through an online application (click here). Please click here for more information.

Province Supports Ontario Heritage Trust During COVID-19

During the next sitting of the legislature the Ontario government plans to continue its response to 
COVID-19 while laying the foundation for economic recovery. It is also proposing to break down barriers 
to justice for Ontarians and accelerate the government's modernization of Ontario's legal sector, as well 
as build on Ontario's Anti-Human Trafficking Strategy. The legislature itself will be operating under 
ongoing COVID-19 safety protocols including masking requirements, physically-distanced voting in the 
lobbies adjacent to the Chamber, cohorting of Members to reduce close contact, and the use of video-
conferencing technology in committee meetings.

This year's Ontario Heritage Week runs from Feb. 15-21 and will focus on the province's natural 
environment and sites the agency works to preserve and protect. Along with local communities, the 
OHT is hosting a variety of virtual events, including tours of heritage properties as well as online 
presentations and discussions. Please click here for more information.

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/small-business-recovery-resources
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60362/ontario-expands-eligibility-for-main-street-relief-grant
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60357/province-supports-ontario-heritage-trust-during-covid-19
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60351/ontario-continues-unprecedented-covid-19-response-during-upcoming-legislative-session

