
Ontario Investing in Wearable Contact Tracing Technology 
Ontario Funds Contract Tracing Technology for Workplaces

The province is providing Facedrive Inc. with $2.5 million to help fund its wearable contact tracing 
technology, TraceSCAN, which alerts users within a workplace who have been in close contact with 
individuals who have tested positive for COVID-19. The company anticipates manufacturing about 
150,000 devices under this project.
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Facedrive developed TraceSCAN, which can track staff exposure to COVID-19 without GPS information, 
in partnership with the University of Waterloo. Workers simply wear the device and the wearable 
technology will communicate with others within a workplace environment. If users are less than six feet 
apart, the device beeps to alert the users. If anyone in the working premises reports COVID-19 positive, 
HR or health and safety officials can log in to the online reporting dashboard and see who they have 
been in contact with and their risk level, then send an exposure notification. 

Please click here and here for more information.

Ontario Introduces Legislation to Help Improve Access to the Justice System

The technology is designed to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19 for workplaces and settings where 
smartphone use is limited or prohibited, such as airlines, schools, construction sites, and long-term care 
homes. TraceSCAN has already been deployed in multiple pilot projects, leading to the successful 
adoption of the technology at some businesses and organizations (i.e. Air Canada). Please click here for 
more information.

The Ontario government has introduced legislation that will help improve access to justice for people 
across the system by modernizing processes and breaking down barriers in the province's courts, 
tribunals, estates law, family law and child protection sectors. The Accelerating Access to Justice Act, 
2021, if passed, would also fill judicial vacancies faster.

In response to COVID-19, Ontario implemented a number of measures to move more justice services 
online. If passed, the act, 2021 would build on these initiatives by:

Helping fill judicial vacancies faster so people will be able to have their matters heard by a judge 
more quickly and with fewer delays. Changes will also support broader efforts to encourage more 
lawyers to apply by moving the applications process online
Permanently allowing the virtual witnessing of wills and powers of attorney to make it easier for 
people to get these affairs in order, without the limitations of travelling to access services in-person
Promoting the interests of children by giving them a greater voice in the court process, and better 
focusing resources of the Office of the Children's Lawyer
Increasing access to justice in French by expanding and guaranteeing the ability of Francophones to 
file documents in French at all Ontario courthouses and for all matters

The province is also proposing to consolidate Ontario's Land Tribunals by merging the Local Planning 
Appeal Tribunal, Environmental Review Tribunal, Board of Negotiation, Conservation Review Board and 
the Mining and Lands Tribunal into a new single tribunal called the Ontario Land Tribunal. 
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