
Federal Government Proposes Extension to EI & Recovery Benefits
Government of Canada Proposes Increase to Number of Weeks for Benefits & EI Regular Benefits 

The Government of Canada announced the intent to introduce amendments to increase the number of 
weeks of benefits available for the Canada Recovery Benefit (CRB), the Canada Recovery Sickness 
Benefit (CRSB), the Canada Recovery Caregiving Benefit (CRCB) and Employment Insurance (EI) regular 
benefits. The proposed changes would:
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increase the number of weeks available under the Canada Recovery Benefit (CRB) and the Canada 
Recovery Caregiving Benefit (CRCB) by 12 weeks extending the maximum duration of the benefits 
to up to 38 weeks
increase the number of weeks available under the Canada Recovery Sickness Benefit (CRSB) through 
regulation to 4 weeks
increase the number of weeks of EI regular benefits available to a maximum of 50 weeks through 
legislation, for claims that are made between September 27, 2020 and September 25, 2021

To ensure employees in the federally regulated private sector can access the proposed additional weeks 
of CRCB and CRSB without the risk of losing their jobs, the maximum length of the leave related to 
COVID-19 under the Canada Labour Code would also be extended. Subject to the legislation receiving 
Royal Assent, in addition, self-employed workers who have opted in to the EI program to access special 
benefits would be able to use a 2020 earnings threshold of $5,000, compared to the previous threshold 
of $7,555. This change would be retroactive to claims established as of January 3, 2021 and would apply 
until September 25, 2021. Please click here for more information.

Ontario Continues Investing in Festivals & Events

The province is investing more than $7 million in 87 events and initiatives through the Reconnect 
Festival and Event Program. This funding will support the festival and event sector during COVID-19 
while helping municipalities and organizations deliver innovative and safe experiences. The Reconnect 
Festival and Event Program was developed to help festival and event organizers adapt to new public 
health measures with virtual, drive-through and other safe offerings. Examples of funded events include 
reverse holiday parades with drive-by static floats, drive-in music concerts and movies, walking trails 
and light shows. The 2021 Reconnect Festival and Event Program will open on March 17, 2021. Please 
click here for more information. 

Public Health Agency of Canada Begins COVID-19 Testing at Land Borders 

To meet the new testing and quarantine requirements, travellers entering Canada at land borders, unless 
exempt, will be required to take a test using a self-swab kit starting Monday, February 22, 2021. This test 
can be taken either at the traveller's quarantine location or at a border testing site.

Self-swab kits will be handed out at all 117 land points of entry. There will be on-site testing provided at 
five high-volume land ports of entry as of February 22, 2021, and 11 additional ports of entry as of 
March 4, 2021. The kit will include instructions on how and when to collect their second required test on 
day 10 of their 14-day quarantine. The Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) is leading the collection 
of samples in coordination with federal partners. While the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) is providing 
preliminary logistics support to PHAC in the establishment of these sites, at no time will CAF be involved 
in testing, quarantine or enforcement at the border. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2021/02/crb-extension.html
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60390/ontario-continues-investing-in-innovative-festivals-and-events
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2021/02/public-health-agency-of-canada-to-begin-covid-19-testing-at-land-borders-on-monday.html

