
International Women's Day Summit to Examine how the COVID-19 Crisis Impacts Women in Canada

The Government of Canada announced that it will host a two-day summit, “Canada’s Feminist Response 
and Recovery”, on March 8 and 9, 2021, to mark International Women’s Day (IWD). The theme for IWD 
2021 will be #FeministRecovery. The Summit will bring together experts, and community leaders with 
lived experience to examine how the COVID-19 crisis impacts the lives of women in Canada. Through 
presentations and interactive sessions, participants will reflect on the steps that governments, civil 
society and all Canadians can take to ensure an inclusive response to and recovery from the pandemic 
that leaves no one behind. Participants will also:
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Learn more about how the pandemic and related public health measures are affecting women.
Discuss the role of child care, good jobs and other initiatives in Canada’s recovery to ensure it is 
inclusive of everyone.
Explore ways to advance gender equality and grow the economy over the long term.
Hear and share perspectives on women-owned businesses, women’s and equality-seeking sectors 
and communities that will look to feminist approaches to economic growth

Visit the Summit website to learn more about the two-day program, register, or contact the organizers. 
Registration is free, and open until Thursday, March 4, 2021. Please click here for more information.

Prime Minister of Canada Discusses the Pandemic with the President of the United States 

The Prime Minister of Canada, Justin Trudeau, met with the President of the United States of America, Joe 
Biden, during a bilateral meeting. During the meeting, Prime Minister Trudeau and President Biden 
discussed working together to end the global COVID-19 pandemic, and agreed that the pandemic will 
not end until everyone, everywhere has access to a vaccine. 
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The two leaders further discussed the importance of avoiding measures that may constrain the critical 
trade and supply-chain security between the countries. Both leaders shared their vision for building back 
better by supporting hard-hit small and medium-sized businesses and creating jobs, especially for 
women and young people. Please click here for more information.

Province is Investing to Train up to 8,200 New Personal Support Workers

The Ontario government is investing over $115 million to train up to 8,200 new personal support workers 
(PSWs) for jobs in Ontario's health and long-term care sectors. In collaboration with Colleges Ontario, all 
24 publicly assisted colleges will offer this fully funded program starting in April 2021. 

The Accelerated PSW Training Program is a tuition-free opportunity for 6,000 new students and is 
expected to take only six months to complete, rather than the typical eight months. After three months 
of coursework, and experiential learning in a clinical setting, students will complete the final three months 
in paid onsite training in a long-term care home or in a home and community care environment. 
Registration for the program will be available through the Ontario College Application Service (click here) 
and is expected to open in early March. 

The province is also offering tuition assistance to students who are close to finishing an existing PSW 
program at one of Ontario's publicly-assisted colleges. Nearly 2,200 students will be eligible to receive a 
$2,000 tuition grant to help them complete their studies, as well as a stipend to complete the clinical 
placement part of their training.
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