
Ontario is Proposing a Modernization of the Provincial Election Process 

The province is taking steps to make it safer for people to vote, become a candidate and protect 
provincial elections against outside influence and interference. The Protecting Ontario Elections Act, 2021 
would, if passed, help guard against threats such as the long-term impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and more. Nineteen legislative amendments have been proposed to:
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Make it more convenient and safer for people to vote in a COVID-19 environment by increasing 
advance polling days from five to ten
Double the amount individuals can donate to a candidate, constituency association, leadership 
contestant or party from $1,650 to $3,300 per year
Extend third-party advertising spending limits from six to 12 months before an election period and 
introduce a definition of collusion 
Clarify the rules that allow Members of Provincial Parliament to maintain individual social media 
accounts before, during and after a writ period, as well as pave the way for the legislature to set 
other social media rules

Ontario is Proposing Changes to the Voting Process

Elections Ontario has reported that the scale of third-party advertising in Ontario is greater than at the 
federal level, and Ontario is the only province in Canada where third-party spending is counted in the 
millions of dollars, rather than in the thousands. Please click here and here for more information.

Draft Legislation Proposed to Increase the Accessibility of the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy

The Government of Canada released draft legislative proposals that would amend the Canada Emergency 
Wage and the Canada Emergency Rent Subsidies so that these programs better support the businesses 
and workers who are facing challenges as a result of the pandemic. The draft legislative proposals:

In addition, self-employed workers who have opted in to the EI program to access special benefits would 
be able to use a 2020 earnings threshold of $5,000, compared to the previous threshold of $7,555. This 
change would be retroactive to claims established as of January 3, 2021 and would apply until September 
25, 2021. As part of this proposed legislation, all international travellers who need to quarantine or isolate 
upon their return to Canada, including people returning from vacation, would be made ineligible to 
receive support from any of the Canada Recovery Benefits for the period of their mandatory quarantine 
or isolation (with some exemptions). These changes would be retroactive to October 2, 2020.

Provide applicants with more flexibility in determining the revenue decline for the wage and rent 
subsidies for the qualifying period from December 20, 2020 to January 16, 2021
Ensure that Lockdown Support is available to an eligible property owner whose tenant is not arm’s 
length but has a qualifying business at the property that is subject to a lockdown and must shut 
their doors or significantly restrict their activities under a public health order

The Canada Revenue Agency will administer the subsidies on the basis of these draft legislative 
proposals. Please click here and here for more information.

Government of Canada Introduces Legislation to Increase Number of Weeks for EI 

The Government of Canada introduced Bill C-24, to increase the maximum number of weeks available 
to workers through EI regular benefits. The proposed legislation would provide workers with up to a 
maximum of 50 weeks for claims established between September 27, 2020 and September 25, 2021.
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