
Ontario Announces Regulatory Amendments to Make Child Care Programs More Flexible

The province announced regulatory amendments that support working families and advance Ontario's 
dual priorities of accessibility and affordability for parents. The regulatory amendments, which take 
effect on March 8, 2021, will:
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Exempt certain authorized recreational providers from their three-hour operating limit, improving 
access to select before and after school programs for families with school-age children
Enhance health and safety protections in licenced child care settings, such as requirements to 
support contact tracing by local public health, new requirements for home-based child care, etc.
Reduce regulatory/administrative burden on child care operators by removing redundant and 
unnecessary requirements for all providers. These include the removal of duplicate requirements 
related to the collection of children's emergency contact information, allowing records and 
documents required by the regulation to be kept in digital format, and more

Ontario Announces Reforms to Child Care Programs

These changes are based on feedback from families and the early years and child care sector and the 
long-standing advocacy of community based non-profit organizations delivering before and after school 
programs.

The Ontario government recognizes the contributions of early childhood educators, child care workers 
and providers who continue to deliver care for children across the province, especially during the 
pandemic. By expanding access to before and after school programs, Ontario is promoting more child 
care options for working parents who maintain early, late, or irregular hours, or reside in communities 
with limited access to child care. Please click here for more information. 

Canada Authorizes AstraZeneca Vaccine & will be Receiving 2 million Doses 

Health Canada has recently authorized two vaccines; the COVID-19 vaccine manufactured by 
AstraZeneca, and developed in partnership with Oxford University, and, the Serum Institute of India’s 
version of the AstraZeneca vaccine. After thorough, independent reviews of the evidence, it was 
determined that these vaccines meet Canada’s safety, efficacy and quality requirements. These are the 
first viral vector-based COVID-19 vaccines authorized in Canada. The vaccines are authorized for use in 
people over 18 years of age. They are administered as a two-dose regimen. Please click here for more 
information.

Canada has secured 2 million doses of the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine through an agreement with 
Verity Pharmaceuticals Canada Inc./Serum Institute of India. The first 500,000 doses will be delivered to 
Canada in the coming weeks and will quickly be ready for distribution to the provinces and territories. 
The remaining 1.5 million doses will arrive by mid-May. 
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