
Province Announces State of Emergency & Stay-at-Home Order
Ontario Declares Second Provincial Emergency & Issues Stay-at-Home Order 

Ontario has declared a second provincial emergency under s 7.0.1 (1) of the Emergency Management 
and Civil Protection Act (EMPCA). Effective Thursday, January 14, 2021 at 12:01 a.m., the government is 
issuing a stay-at-home order requiring everyone to remain at home with exceptions for essential 
purposes, such as going to the grocery store, accessing health care services, for exercise or for essential 
work. Businesses must ensure that any employee who can work from home, does work from home.

COVID-19 Information for Individuals & Families
Updated on January 12, 2021 at 3:00 p.m.

Please click here for more information.

To help identify and isolate cases of COVID-19 in workplaces and service providers that remain open, 
the province will provide up to 300,000 COVID-19 tests per week to support key sectors such as 
manufacturing, food processing, etc., as well as additional tests for schools and long-term care homes.  
Ontario is exploring options to put a temporary residential evictions moratorium in place.

CRA to Start Issuing T4A Slips to COVID-19 Emergency & Recovery Benefit Recipients

Canadians will begin to receive T4A slips from the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) for the Canada 
Emergency Response Benefit (CERB), the Canada Emergency Student Benefit (CESB), the Canada 
Recovery Benefit (CRB), the Canada Recovery Sickness Benefit (CRSB), and the Canada Recovery 
Caregiving Benefit (CRCB). The T4A is similar to the T4 slips that Canadians receive from employers, but 
rather than employment income, they provide the amounts of COVID-19 benefits received in 2020. 
Anyone with questions about the slips should call 1-800-959-8281.

Provincial modelling (click here) shows growth in COVID-19 cases has increased. Data shows that 
mobility and contacts between people have not decreased with the current restrictions. In response, the 
province will enact the following additional public health measures:

Outdoor organized public gatherings and social gatherings are restricted to a limit of five people
Individuals are required to wear a mask or face covering in indoor areas. Wearing a mask or face 
covering is now recommended outdoors when you can't physically distance more than two metres  
All non-essential retail stores, including hardware stores, alcohol retailers, etc., must open no earlier 
than 7 a.m. and close no later than 8 p.m. The restricted hours of operation do not apply to stores 
that primarily sell food, pharmacies, gas stations, etc., and restaurants open for takeout or delivery
Non-essential construction is further restricted

The province will provide authority to all enforcement and provincial offences officers, including the 
Ontario Provincial Police, local police, bylaw officers, and provincial workplace inspectors to issue tickets 
to individuals who do not comply with the stay-at-home-order, or those not wearing a face covering 
indoors, etc. Those who decide not to abide by orders will be subject to set fines and/or prosecution. In 
addition, all enforcement personnel will have the authority to temporarily close a premise and disperse 
individuals who are disobeying an order and will be able to disperse people who are gathering.

Schools in the following public health units will not return to in-person instruction until February 10: 
Windsor-Essex, Peel, Toronto, York, Hamilton. By January 20, the Chief Medical Officer of Health will 
advise the Ministry of Education on which public health units will be permitted to resume in-person 
instruction. The following new health and safety measures will be put in place for in-person learning:

Masking for Grade 1-3 and requirements for mask wearing outdoors
Enhanced screening protocols
Expanded targeted testing

The government will also implement new health and safety measures in Ontario child care settings, such 
as enhanced screening to align with school requirements, etc. Child care centres for non-school aged 
children will remain open, and emergency child care for school-aged children will end in approved 
regions on January 22, 2021 as these elementary schools return to in-person learning. In areas where in-
person elementary learning is suspended, emergency child care will continue for eligible families in 
regions subject to school closures. Please click here for more information.

https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Update-on-COVID-19-Projections_January-12-2021_Final_English.pdf
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/59922/ontario-declares-second-provincial-emergency-to-address-covid-19-crisis-and-save-lives
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/news/2021/01/canada-revenue-agency-to-begin-issuing-t4as-to-covid-19-emergency-and-recovery-benefit-recipients.html

