
Ontario Outlines Details of Phase Two of the Immunization Program
Province Releases List of Those Eligible for Vaccinations in Phase 2 of Program

The province has mapped out the next steps for transitioning into Phase Two of the vaccination 
program and has adopted an approach for identifying the next groups to receive the vaccination as 
early as March 2021. The government is also expanding the list of health care providers who can 
administer COVID-19 vaccines. 
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Please click here for more information.

Older adults, beginning with those 80 years of age and older and decreasing in five-year 
increments over the course of the vaccine rollout
Individuals living and working in high-risk congregate settings
Frontline essential workers (e.g., first responders, teachers, food processing industry)
Individuals with high-risk chronic conditions and their caregivers

Applications for Ontario Small Business Support Grant to Open in Coming Days

The government's Ontario Small Business Support Grant will provide a minimum of $10,000 and up to 
$20,000 to help eligible small business owners. Small businesses required to close or significantly 
restrict services will be able to apply for this one-time grant. Each eligible small business will be able to 
use the support in whatever way makes the most sense for their individual business (i.e. rent). 
Businesses will be able to apply for this grant in the coming days. Click here and visit 
Ontario.ca/COVIDsupport for eligibility and for more information. 

Phase Two is expected to be completed by end of July 2021 and Phase Three for the general population 
could begin as early as August 2021, pending availability of vaccines. In preparation for Phase Two, 
more vaccination sites will be added. Over the coming months, those sites will include municipally run 
vaccination sites, hospital sites, mobile vaccination sites, pharmacies, clinics, primary care settings and 
community locations such as community health centres and aboriginal health access centres. 

As the vaccine supply increases Ontario is also enabling more health care providers to administer the 
vaccine. Health care professionals who are able to administer the vaccine can register and apply 
through Ontario's Matching Portal. This could include nurse practitioners, registered nurses and 
registered practical nurses, along with pharmacists, pharmacy students, interns and pharmacy 
technicians. Individuals interested in supporting the broader COVID-19 vaccination plan in roles such as 
data entry and scheduling, can also express their interest through Ontario's Matching Portal (click here).

Vaccination of residents, staff and essential caregivers of long-term care homes has begun in parts of 
the province, with the goal of having the first dose administered in all homes no later than February 15, 
2021. The vaccination of all staff and residents in long-term care homes in four areas with the highest 
rates of transmission, Toronto, Peel, York and Windsor Essex, is expected to be completed by January 21. 
Groups eligible to receive vaccines as part of Phase Two of the immunization program will include:

Please click here and here for more information.

Government of Canada Announces Additional Funds for Indigenous Communities

The Government of Canada is allocating an additional $380 million for the Indigenous Community 
Support Fund. This will assist with continued critical support for on-the-ground, community-led 
solutions to prevent, prepare and respond to COVID-19. Funding can be used for a variety of measures, 
such as promoting food security, improving mental health support services and ensuring the 
distribution of emergency equipment.

https://healthcloudtrialmaster-15a4d-17117fe91a8.force.com/matchingportal/s/?language=en_US
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/59934/ontario-to-vaccinate-up-to-85-million-people-in-phase-two
https://www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-vaccination-update-january-13-2021
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/59920/ontario-continues-to-support-employers-and-workers-during-covid-19
https://www.ontario.ca/page/businesses-get-help-covid-19-costs#section-5
https://www.canada.ca/en/indigenous-services-canada/news/2021/01/government-of-canada-announces-further-reinforcement-of-covid-19-supports-for-indigenous-communities.html

