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Ontario Extends Reopening Ontario Act Orders

The Ontario government is extending most orders currently in force under the Reopening Ontario (A 
Flexible Response to COVID-19) Act, 2020 (ROA) for another 30 days. Most of the orders under the 
ROA are extended to February 19, 2021. To see the full list of orders and the ROA, please click here.

Please click here for more information.

Ontario to Add Over 500 Critical Care & High Intensity Medicine Beds 

The Ontario government is providing up to $125 million to add over 500 critical care and high intensity 
medicine beds to hospitals in areas with high rates of COVID-19 transmission. A portion of the funding 
will also be used to temporarily transition Mackenzie Health's Cortellucci Vaughan Hospital into a 
resource supporting the province's COVID-19 response when the new hospital is scheduled to open on 
February 7, 2021. 

Initially, the new Vaughan Hospital will provide a total of 185 beds, including over 35 critical care beds 
and 150 general medicine beds, which will support patients from other hospitals and alleviate hospital 
capacity pressures caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Once COVID-19 capacity pressures have 
stabilized, the hospital will provide care and services to patients from across the western York Region as 
originally planned.

To further support frontline health care workers caring for patients during the pandemic, Ontario has 
also amended O. Reg 74/20 (Work Redeployment for Certain Health Services Providers). The amended 
order will allow hospitals to temporarily redeploy health care workers to other hospitals or retirement 
homes that urgently need additional support. Please click here for more information.

Please click here for more information.

Ontario Investing in Peterborough-Based Producer of Hand Sanitizer & Disinfectant Bottles

The Ontario government is investing $1 million from the Ontario Together Fund to help 
Peterborough's Merit Precision manufacture bottles for hand sanitizers and disinfectants. With 
Ontario's support, Merit Precision is investing in two blow moulding lines, tooling and the necessary 
infrastructure to manufacture bottles. This investment will enable the company to provide locally 
produced bottles for hand sanitizers and disinfectants manufactured in Ontario by Peterborough-
based Charlotte Products. Currently, Charlotte Products is facing the challenge of not having enough 
bottles to meet the growing demand for its cleaning products. Please click here for more information.

Ontario Launches 2021 Budget Consultations

The province is asking the people of Ontario for their ideas on how to continue to support families, 
workers and business during COVID-19, while positioning the province for a strong economic recovery 
with the launch of the 2021 Budget consultation. Visit Ontario.ca/budgetconsultation to learn how 
to submit your ideas by email, mail or by filling out a survey. The Consultations will close on February 
12, 2021. 
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