
Ontario is Removing Specific Testing Requirements at Long-Term Care Homes
Ontario Updates Testing Requirements at Long-Term Care Homes

Ontario will be removing the requirement that fully-immunized and asymptomatic staff, caregivers 
and visitors be tested before entering long-term care homes. Updated guidance to retirement homes 
will also recommend exempting fully immunized people from routine testing. This change coincides 
with Step Three of the province’s Reopening, coming into effect on July 16, 2021. 
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Also, as previously announced, long-term care restrictions to be eased as part of Step Three of the 
Roadmap to Reopen include:

Removing the limits on the number of visitors to homes
Permitting buffet and family style dining
Providing all residents the ability to go on absences 
Resumption of off-site excursions for residents
Resumption of activities such as singing and dancing

Please click here for more information.

The Ontario government is providing additional funding to offer continued support for the province’s 
agricultural and horticultural societies impacted by COVID-19. The pandemic continues to place 
financial pressures on agricultural and horticultural societies.  The government will provide up to $5,000 
for each eligible agricultural society and up to $1,500 for each eligible horticultural society, equal to 
their 2019 grants. 

Ontario Provides Additional Funding to Agricultural & Horticultural Societies

The funding will enable agricultural and horticultural societies to continue to meet their immediate 
financial needs and work towards planning future events within health and safety guidelines. The 
current grant program requires agricultural and horticultural societies to operate their fairs, events and 
activities in order to qualify for funding. This automatic one-time payment replaces the 2021 grant so 
that agriculture and horticultural societies can receive the grant without having to hold their traditional 
fair or complete their community projects.

Please click here and here for more detailed information. 

A person is considered fully immunized if they have received the full series of a COVID-19 vaccine or 
combination of COVID-19 vaccines approved by Health Canada (e.g., two doses of a two-dose 
vaccine series) and they received their final dose of the COVID-19 vaccine at least 14 days ago.
People can prove they are fully immunized by showing the physical or emailed receipt that was 
provided to them at the time of vaccination.

Please click here for more information and here to learn more about the grant initiative.

The Government of Canada announced the payment of $5 billion to provinces and territories, 
distributed equally per capita, to further support vaccination campaigns and to address immediate 
health system pressures, including clearing the backlog of medical procedures, patient care, and access 
to primary care, put on hold due to the pandemic.

Federal Government Delivers Pandemic Support to Provinces & Territories for Vaccines & More
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