
Ontario Easing Restrictions in Congregate Care Settings
Ontario is Easing Restrictions in Congregate Care Settings on Friday, July 16

The province is easing COVID-19 related restrictions in congregate care settings such as residences 
for adults with developmental disabilities, residences for children in care or with special needs, along 
with women’s shelters on Friday, July 16, 2021. More outdoor and indoor visits will be allowed for 
both essential and non-essential visitors, along with recreational activities and overnight stays outside 
of the residence, with appropriate precautions.

COVID-19 Information for Individuals & Families
Updated on July 15, 2021 at 3:30 p.m.

The Ministry of Children, Community and Social Services congregate care guidance document and 
website have been updated with the following changes:

Scheduled indoor and outdoor visits for non-essential visitors are permitted in alignment with 
social gathering limits as outlined in the Roadmap to Reopen
Overnight absences are permitted for all residents, with an updated active screening process with 
no requirement for a negative COVID-19 test for fully immunized residents

Please click here for more information.

The Ontario government is providing up to 60,000 small businesses across the province with free 
health and safety training over the next three years. The new Small Business Health and Safety 
Training Program will improve health and safety awareness to help prevent illnesses and injures by 
training health and safety representatives of small businesses on how to keep workers safe. Businesses 
will also be reimbursed for the time the representatives are away from work.

Ontario is Providing Small Businesses with Free Health & Safety Training 

The new Small Business Health and Safety Training Program will cover the course registration costs for 
an employee who is appointed by their colleagues as a health and safety representative for their 
workplace. The program will also reimburse small businesses $150 towards the representative’s 
training time. 

Please click here to learn more.

To ensure safe visits and activities for everyone, people wishing to visit a friend or family member living 
in a congregate care setting should contact the residence administration to schedule a time slot and to 
confirm COVID-related requirements, including screening and other precautions. Face coverings in 
indoor public settings and physical distancing requirements remain in place.

All small businesses that have 6 - 19 employees are required to have a health and safety representative 
and they can apply for this program. The eLearning training course is offered through Workplace 
Safety and Prevention Services, a Health and Safety Association. The free training takes about six to 
eight hours for most people to complete.

https://www.mcss.gov.on.ca/en/mcss/CongregateCare.aspx
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000532/ontario-easing-restrictions-in-congregate-care-settings
https://www.ontario.ca/page/health-and-safety-small-businesses#section-6
https://www.ontario.ca/page/health-and-safety-small-businesses#section-6
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000526/ontario-keeping-workers-safe-as-province-reopens

