
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

COVID-19 Information for Individuals & Families 
Updated on May 12, 2021 at 2:30 p.m. 

Ontario Expands Access to Rapid Testing for Workplaces 

Ontario Launches New Rapid Testing Portal to Help Businesses Access Testing Supplies 

The Ontario government has launched a new rapid testing portal to make it easier for essential
businesses to access free rapid testing. Businesses are encouraged to participate in the program by
registering at ontario.ca/testingonsite. It provides free rapid antigen screening kits to help screen for
asymptomatic cases of COVID-19 that might otherwise be missed. Program eligibility was recently
expanded to include any business that is allowed to be open and requires staff to work on-site. 

A COVID-19 rapid screening test can be performed anywhere (e.g., at the place of employment) and
does not require shipping a specimen to a lab for processing. It takes about 15 minutes for a result.
Please click here to read the news release. 

Provincial Hot Spot Communities Now Have a Higher Vaccine Coverage Rate than Non-Hot Spots 

The province announced that it has administered first doses of the COVID-19 vaccines to over 50% of
Ontarians aged 18 and over. To help decrease COVID-19 transmission and hospitalizations, the Ontario
government targeted 50% of vaccine shipments (over 500,000 doses) during the weeks of May 3 and
May 10, 2021 to hot spot communities, as identified by postal code. As of May 11, hot spot
communities now have a higher vaccine coverage rate than non-hot spot communities, reversing the
trend over the past two weeks. 

Across all public health units, the government is continuing to expand eligibility and access to the
vaccine through channels such as mass vaccinations sites, hospital clinics, primary care settings and
pharmacies. 

By the end of this week, select pharmacies in 13 hot spot public health unit regions will begin
administering Pfizer or Moderna to individuals 18 years of age and older in hot spot areas (as identified
by postal code) and to individuals aged 40 and over in non-hot spot areas. Further expansion of the
pharmacy channel will continue throughout the month, with 2,500 locations to begin offering the Pfizer
and Moderna vaccines by the end of May. The primary care delivery channel will also continue to
expand over the month of May. 

Please click here for more detailed information. 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid-19-testing-organizations
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000107/ontario-continues-to-expand-access-to-rapid-testing-for-workplaces
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000114/over-50-per-cent-of-ontario-adults-receive-first-dose-of-covid-19-vaccine

