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Ontario Announces $2 Billion Plan for Schools 

Ontario Announces more than $2 Billion in New Supports for the 2021-22 School Year 

The province is providing more than $2 billion in new supports to advance and protect public
education for the 2021-22 school year. The support includes more than $1.6 billion in resources to
respond to COVID-19 and an $85.5 million commitment to support learning recovery and renewal in
response to the ongoing pandemic. It also includes a $561 million increase to this year’s Grants for
Student Needs. 

In advance of the new school year, the Ontario government is providing a total of more than $1.6 billion
in resources to protect schools against COVID-19. Some highlights include: 

$59 million in continued special education, mental heath, well-being and equity supports
$35 million in additional technology funding
$29 million for increased costs related to school operations
$66 million for enhanced cleaning protocols and other health and safety measures in student

transportation
$86 million for school-focused nurses in public health units and testing
$384 million in temporary COVID-19 staffing supports
Up to $450 million in personal protective equipment (PPE) and critical supplies and equipment, e.g.

cleaning supplies 

The province is supporting learning recovery and renewal by investing an additional $85.5 million to
help students across the province address the effects of learning disruptions as a result of COVID-19.
Investments will support reading and math for young learners, student re-engagement, and mental
health and well-being supports. Please click here, here and here for additional information. 

Ontario Modifies Restrictions in Long-Term Care Homes 

Due to high levels of COVID-19 vaccination in many long-term care homes, Ontario is making changes
that will help homes resume communal dining and social activities. 

An updated Directive #3 for Long-Term Care Homes was released, along with a guidance document for
long-term care homes. The updated directive sets out that long-term care homes can now safely
resume activities such as communal dining and indoor events and gatherings, with precautions.
Additionally, residents and their caregivers who are fully immunized may choose to have close physical
contact beyond what is required for care and supervision, such as hugging. 

Once the current provincewide Stay-at-Home order is lifted, further direction allowing social and
temporary outings for fully immunized residents will be issued. Under the updated Directive #3, all
residents, regardless of their immunization status, can leave their homes on an essential absence, which
includes outdoor exercise, buying groceries, or visiting the pharmacy, while the Stay-at-Home order is in
place. Essential absences are not permitted when a resident is symptomatic, has been identified as a
COVID-19 case or a contact, or as directed by local public health. Homes must provide residents with a
medical mask for outings and remind them to maintain appropriate physical distancing and hand
hygiene while away from the home. 

Please click here for more information. 

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000064/ontario-unveils-2-billion-plan-to-keep-schools-safe-and-support-learning-recovery-and-renewal
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1000062/historic-level-of-public-education-funding-with-additional-supports-to-keep-students-and-staff-safe
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1000063/ontarios-learning-recovery-and-renewal-plan-for-students
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000065/ontario-responds-to-high-vaccination-rates-modifies-restrictions-in-long-term-care-homes

