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The Ontario government is expanding the number of COVID-19 testing locations and making it more 
convenient to access publicly funded testing. In the coming weeks, the government will be deploying 
several testing strategies across the province to increase access to testing. These include:

• Access to publicly funded COVID-19 PCR specimen collection in select pharmacies for all 
individuals eligible for testing. Pharmacies must choose to opt-in to this service 

• Providing take-home PCR self-collection kits for eligible individuals, allowing them to pick up their 
free test and drop off their specimens at participating pharmacies across Ontario

• Expanding ID NOW rapid PCR testing to select assessment centres and pharmacies across 
Northern Ontario in the coming weeks

• Offering pop-up testing sites in higher-traffic public settings to provide vaccine education and help 
reduce the risk of transmission over the holidays. Starting in mid-December, testing options will be 
offered to people without symptoms in various settings across the province. Sites will be 
announced in the coming weeks and will be selected based on a risk analysis of hot-spot zones

Please click here and here for more detailed information.

Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Public Health Announces Plan to Vaccinate Children Against COVID-19

Wellington-Dufferin Guelph Public Health announced a regional plan to vaccinate children 
against COVID-19. This is in anticipation of Health Canada’s approval to administer Pfizer-BioNTech 
Comirnaty® to children between the ages of 5 and 11.

Please click here and here for more detailed information.

Specific testing measures will also be implemented for school communities:

• Providing take-home PCR self-collection kits to all publicly funded schools for students and staff 
who are eligible for testing as per the provincial testing guidance. Students will be able to drop off 
their specimens at a convenient community location

• Distributing 11 million rapid antigen screening tests to all public schools ahead of the December 
break. Each student will take home a pack of five rapid antigen tests to use over the holidays and 
throughout the return to in-person learning

As the province moves into the winter season, increased contact indoors among staff, parents and 
children may present an increased risk of COVID-19 transmission in elementary schools. To support 
safer schools, the province is introducing updated guidance, including short-term measures such as:

• Reminding school boards to communicate to staff, students and families about established federal 
international travel policies in advance of the December break

• Virtual-only school-wide assemblies for elementary schools starting in January 2022
• Restricting lunches/breaks to classroom cohort when indoors where distancing between cohorts 

cannot be maintained in elementary schools

With new guidance and enhanced testing options in place, secondary schools will also be permitted to 
resume a regular timetabling model of four courses a day starting February 2022. Doing so will 
provide a more normal, in-person learning experience for students and promote positive mental 
health and is supported by high rates of vaccination amongst youth aged 12 to 17, which have helped 
reduce the number and frequency of outbreaks among high-school aged students.

The plan will feature three main vaccination paths: primary care providers, pharmacies and WDG Public 
Health clinics. Most children will be vaccinated through their primary care provider. Local Family Health 
Teams and physicians are prepared to play a vital role in the vaccine program with many already 
beginning to book appointments. 

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1001184/ontario-enhancing-covid-19-winter-testing
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1001183/building-on-ontarios-plan-to-keep-schools-safe-and-open-for-in-person-learning
https://wdgpublichealth.ca/news/media-release-wellington-dufferin-guelph-public-health-and-partners-ready-roll-out-covid-19
https://wdgpublichealth.ca/your-health/covid-19-information-public/covid-19-vaccine-information/covid-19-vaccine-children-ages

