
COVID-19 Information for Individuals & Families
Updated on November 17, 2020

 The Province Announced the Establishment of Supply Ontario 
Ontario Launching New Agency to Centralize Government Procurement

The Ontario government announced the establishment of Supply Ontario, a new centralized procurement
agency that will enable a whole-of-government approach to purchasing goods and services. Supply
Ontario aims to ensure that schools, hospitals, and the entire public sector always have the critical
supplies and equipment they need to keep individuals and families safe.

The Ontario government, in partnership with the agri-food industry, has developed a comprehensive
strategy to prevent COVID-19 transmission and protect workers and the province's food supply chain
ahead of next year's growing season.

Ontario & Agri-Food Industry have Developed a New Strategy to Prevent COVID-19 Transmission

Please click here and here for more information. 

During the height of COVID-19, the government's experience of sourcing PPE and critical supplies and
equipment (CSE) shed light on the fragmented nature of Ontario's supply chain system. Supply Ontario
aims to provide tangible results, including:

Delivering the best value by sourcing high-quality goods at scale to serve the public interest in a
financially responsible way
Stabilizing access to critical products, including PPE
Stimulating job creation and economic growth by purchasing more Ontario-made goods
Driving innovation of emerging technologies
Connecting small businesses and entrepreneurs to government and its customers by acting as a
first purchaser for emerging technologies

Earlier in the year a sector leadership group composed of representatives from the agricultural industry,
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, Ministry of Health and Ministry of Labour, Training and
Skills Development were established to determine best practices and actions for the prevention and
control of COVID-19 transmission in the agriculture and horticulture sector, particularly on farms. 

By centralizing the government supply chain and streamlining complex procurement processes, small
and medium sized businesses will face less administrative burden. The government recently secured a
contract with PRIMED Medical Products to manufacture levels 1 and 2 surgical/protective masks in
Ontario through a competitive procurement process. Beginning this fall, PRIMED will produce 50 million
masks annually over the next five years. 

The government is committed to undertaking a comprehensive approach to ensure the entire public
sector and health sector stakeholders are supported during the transition period and minimal
disruption to the existing provision of products and services. Please click here for more information.

The resulting joint government-industry Prevention, Control and Outbreak Support Strategy for COVID-
19 in Ontario's Farm Workers (click here), provides guiding principles and actions on how to ensure
enhanced prevention and control on farm operations, farm worker safety and wellness, and maintaining
the sustainability and viability of the agri-food sector.

The strategy is founded on three pillars related to prevention and containment: before getting on the
farm; on the farm; and farm worker housing. It contains 35 actions and recognizes that all partners —
governments at all levels, stakeholder organizations, farmers and workers — have a role to play in
preventing and controlling COVID-19 outbreaks on farms.

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/59227/ontario-launching-new-agency-to-centralize-government-procurement
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/59219/ontario-protecting-agri-food-workers-and-food-supply-chain
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/about/preventstrat.htm
https://www.ontario.ca/page/working-farm-operators-stop-spread-covid-19-farms

