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Province Approves 13 New Ontario Health Teams
Ontario Announces New Ontario Health Teams & Updates Long-term Care Home Testing Guidance

The Ontario government is providing $2.4 million to support an additional 13 Ontario Health Teams
across the province. These teams bring together health care providers and organizations to work as one
coordinated team to improve patient outcomes.

Dr. Mercer, the Medical Officer of Health and CEO of Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Public Health, released
a letter to the community discussing COVID-19 cases in the community. She advises individuals to not
go into any home that is not their own and to not have anyone in their home who does not already live
there. If someone needs to go into a home for paid services, everyone must wear a mask, keep six feet
apart or stay in separate rooms if possible. 

Dr. Mercer from Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Public Health Provides Letter to the Community 

As Ontario Health Teams are established, patients and families will have access to navigation and care
coordination services. This includes enabling the further expansion of virtual care for patients through
dedicated funding to maintain access to care during the COVID-19 pandemic. With the addition of 13
new Ontario Health Teams, the province now has a total of 42 teams. The Ontario government will
continue working with its healthcare partners to establish Ontario Health Teams across the province.

The partnerships and integrated care established by Ontario Health Teams and Ontario Health have
helped better position the province to respond to COVID-19. This includes supporting long-term care
homes, simplifying the purchase of personal protective equipment, helping establish assessment centres,
launching virtual urgent care initiatives, and expanding remote patient monitoring programs to support
COVID-19 patients and other vulnerable populations.

The Ontario government is also updating testing guidance in communities with greater transmission of
COVID-19. Starting next week, in long-term care homes in public health unit regions in the Orange-
Restrict, Red-Control and Lockdown levels under the COVID-19 Response Framework, the following
changes will be made:

Staff, essential caregivers and support workers who provide direct care to residents need to be
tested for COVID-19 weekly and show proof of a negative test result
Support workers who do not provide direct care to residents must verbally attest to having received
a negative COVID-19 test result in the past two weeks and not subsequently tested positive

For long-term care homes in regions at the Green-Prevent and Yellow-Protect levels, testing will
continue every two weeks for staff, volunteers, caregivers and visitors. Please click here and here for
more information.

Please click here to read the full letter.
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