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Ontario is Launching Education & Enforcement Campaigns for Businesses
Ontario Launches COVID-19 Workplace, Education & Enforcement Campaigns

The Ontario government is launching a series of education and enforcement campaigns to ensure
businesses across the province are taking the necessary steps to keep employees, consumers and the
public safe. These campaigns will support the current efforts of police, municipal by-law officers, and
public health inspectors to educate businesses and enforce the COVID-19 health and safety
requirements. Officers will be asking employers to produce their workplace safety plans.

The campaigns are being carried out in strategic locations, drawing on a team of more than 200
provincial offences officers from across ministries. To date, three education and enforcement campaigns
have taken place. Almost 1,000 workplaces have been visited, and the response from business owners
and operators has been overwhelmingly positive. 

During each visit, officers provide business owners with guidance on how to operate safely during the
pandemic and comply with public health requirements under the Reopening Ontario Act. These
campaigns are developed in consultation with local health units. The length of the safety campaigns can
range from a few days to several weeks, depending on local circumstances.

Please click here for more information.

Ontario Invests to Help Provide Small Businesses with Financial Advice & Training

The Ontario government is investing over $2.2 million through the Ontario Together Fund to provide
small businesses with free, tailored financial advice and online training to help them make informed
financial decisions and navigate the circumstances brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Ontario is providing $2,040,000 to support Ontario's 47 Small Business Enterprise Centres (SBEC) led by
the Business Advisory Centre Durham to create a new Small Business COVID-19 Recovery Network. This
network will enhance the capacity of all SBECs across the province to expand their services, supporting
businesses across the province. The project will also build one central portal where businesses can access
digital tools and training, connect with mentors and industry experts, and get information on
government programs to help them navigate COVID-19 and beyond.

Ontario is also providing $51,000 for Financial Advisors Association of Canada, a non-profit association
of financial advisors, to provide pro-bono professional financial advice for small companies through its
online platform, Advocis Connect. With the government's support, the association will connect small
businesses with financial advisors for free advice on how to pivot the business to manage the current
economic emergency, etc.

The government is also providing $131,000 for Chartered Professional Accountants of Canada to develop
and deliver a four-part COVID-19-specific financial literacy tool kit for small businesses. Key components
of the project include podcasts, webinars and online booklets that will focus on pandemic recovery, cash
management, managing risks, and information on small business tax.

If a person or business is not found compliant with orders under the Reopening Ontario Act, they could
be ticketed with a fine of $750. Where prosecuted without issuing a ticket and on conviction, individuals
could be fined up to $100,000, and directors and officers of a corporation could be fined up to $500,000.
Any individual convicted of an offence under the Reopening Ontario Act could also receive a term of
imprisonment of up to one year. The maximum fine for a corporation convicted of an offence under the
act is $10,000,000.

Certain businesses and establishments in the Yellow-Protect, Orange-Restrict, Red-Control, and
Lockdown levels are required to develop a COVID-19 safety plan (click here) and make it available in
writing for review. Whether workplaces are currently operating or planning to start up, employers need a
plan to put controls in place to make the workplace safer for everyone. Please click here to see the list of
businesses requiring a health and safety plan as well as more information. 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/develop-your-covid-19-workplace-safety-plan
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/59276/ontario-launches-workplace-education-and-enforcement-campaigns
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/59271/ontario-supporting-small-businesses-with-financial-advice-and-training

