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Province Creating COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Task Force
Ontario Announces the Creation of the Ministers' COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Task Force

The Ontario government is announcing the creation of the Ministers' COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Task
Force, building on the steps the government has been taking to prepare for the delivery of a vaccine.
The task force will advise the province's development and implementation of an immunization program,
including the ethical, timely and effective distribution of COVID-19 vaccines in Ontario.

Rick Hillier, former Chief of Defence Staff for the Canadian Forces and Commander of the NATO-led
forces during the War in Afghanistan, has been named Chair of this new task force. The COVID-19
Vaccine Distribution Task Force members will include cross-government and external representation with
expertise in areas such as operations and logistics, public health and immunization, ethics, and
information technology and data. The task force will provide advice and recommendations on the
execution of Ontario's COVID-19 immunization program. It aims to ensure that the province can
immunize people as quickly and safely as possible, as the various vaccines in development become
available. The task force will advise on:

Please click here for more information.

Dr. Williams to Remain Ontario's Chief Medical Officer of Health if Motion Passes

The province issued a statement announcing that Dr. David Williams has agreed to remain Ontario's
Chief Medical Officer of Health, should the motion be passed. If passed, Dr. Williams will be reappointed
commencing February 16, 2021 up until September 1, 2021. Please click here for more information.

In response to concerns raised by stakeholders about the program, the Government is proposing to
amend the CERS in order to allow applicants to include eligible expenses in their CERS application
before the expense has been paid. The CRA has launched a CERS online calculator (click here) and
application form. The calculator guides applicants through a step-by-step process that allows them to
determine the subsidy amount they can claim, based on the information they enter. The CERS web
pages (click here) include detailed information about eligibility requirements, and more.

Delivery, storage and distribution of the vaccines
Support for health care system partners to deliver a phased vaccination program that initially
prioritizes vulnerable populations and follows with mass immunization
Clinical guidance on vaccine administration and surveillance of vaccine uptake
Data, reporting, and technology to provide timely, relevant and accurate information to clinicians
conducting vaccine administration, decision-makers, and the public
Implementation of a public education and community outreach effort to encourage vaccination

Other members of the COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Task Force will be announced in the coming
days. The province is planning the early rollout of the COVID-19 vaccine program with vaccines from
both Pfizer and Moderna. Planning is already underway with federal and provincial partners to prepare
for the receipt and rollout of the vaccine. Confirmed allocations of the number of doses and schedules
for delivery to Ontario is expected shortly. The government will provide updates as more details are
available. Please click here for more information.

Canada Revenue Agency Opens Applications for the Canada Emergency Rent Subsidy

The Canada Emergency Rent Subsidy (CERS) is now open to receive applications from qualifying
organizations. The CERS delivers direct, targeted, and accessible rent support to qualifying organizations
affected by COVID-19 without the need to claim the assistance through their landlords. Organizations
can now apply directly for the subsidy for the period from September 27 to October 24, 2020 through
the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) My Business Account, or Represent a Client portals. Applications
for the second CERS period (October 25 to November 21, 2020) will open on November 30. 
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