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Province Deploys Rapid Testing
Ontario Deploys COVID-19 Rapid Tests in Regions of High Transmission, Rural & Remote Areas

The Ontario government has deployed new COVID-19 rapid tests to provide faster results in regions of
high transmission and rural and remote areas. Rapid tests will also be used to screen staff in long-term
care homes and select workplaces. 

Please click here for more information.

Over the next number of weeks, select long-term care homes will use this Panbio rapid antigen test to
help inform future deployment across the sector. Panbio tests will also be used in a broader eight-week
pilot for participating employers in the private, public and non-profit sectors. This pilot program is an
important opportunity to learn and will help to inform future decisions about re-opening the economy.
Participating employers would cover associated costs of delivering antigen rapid tests including human
resource expenses and ensure testing follows guidelines.

Reservation launch dates for national parks, national historic sites, and national marine conservation
areas will be staggered throughout April. At that time, visitors will be able to make reservations for trips
between May 2021 and March 2022. Details and exact dates for each national park, national historic site,
and national marine conservation area can be found on the Parks Canada website (click here). For
national parks that offer camping throughout the winter and in early spring, visitors can already make
reservations for dates until the end of March. Reservations in April 2021 can be made as of December
16, 2020. Visitors are asked to plan ahead by checking the Parks Canada website before they visit.

The province has also received 1.2 million Panbio rapid antigen tests that will support a screening
program for long-term care homes and other workplaces. To date, Panbio tests have been deployed to
six long-term care operators for potential deployment in over 30 long-term care homes, 27 retirement
homes, eight hospitals, and 11 industry partners such as Air Canada, with plans to expand across
province. Ontario is expecting to receive up to 1.5 million more Panbio tests by the end of December.

Parks Canada to Delay Reservation Service Launch Date for 2021 Visitor Season

Parks Canada continues to monitor and adapt to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. To allow visitors to
make more informed decisions about their vacation plans for summer 2021, Parks Canada has made the
decision to open reservations in April, as opposed to January. This will allow visitors to make their
reservations closer to the date of travel and with more information to help plan their visit. It will also
provide Parks Canada additional time to monitor the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and make any
necessary changes to the campsites and experiences that can be reserved for the 2021 visitor season.  

Ontario has received approximately 98,000 ID NOW tests that are initially being used in hospitals and
assessment centres in rural and remote communities, as well as to test people as part of early outbreak
investigations in hotspot regions where there are high concentrations of COVID-19 cases. Two hospitals
are using ID NOW, with 20 additional hospitals preparing to launch rapid testing. 

ID NOW tests continue to be distributed in Simcoe Muskoka, Southwestern Ontario and Eastern Ontario,
and the program will be expanded to other areas of the province beginning in December. Continued
rollout of this test is planned for in Toronto and Peel and work is underway with Ontario Health and local
public health units to support rapid testing deployment across the province. Ontario also continues to
work closely with Toronto Public Health and Peel Regional Health Unit to bring rapid testing into the
regions' outbreak response.

As both tests are new, they will be carefully evaluated. Please click here for more information. 

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/59330/ontario-deploys-rapid-testing-to-support-covid-19-response
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/voyage-travel/reserve
https://www.canada.ca/en/parks-canada/news/2020/11/parks-canada-to-delay-reservation-service-launch-date-for-2021-visitor-season.html

