
Province Improves Access to Rapid Antigen Screening for Children & Students
Ontario Increases Access to COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Screening for Students

Ontario is improving access to local targeted COVID-19 rapid antigen screening by making it available 
for students through participating public health units where risk of transmission is high. The program 
will support access to voluntary, rapid asymptomatic screening for unvaccinated children and students. 
This will help identify and prevent transmission in schools and licensed child care settings. This school-
based program is focused on screening of children in public health units with the highest risk of 
transmission.
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More detailed information will follow. Please click here to read the new release. 

In September 2021, the Ministry of Education launched a targeted, PCR-based self-collection pilot for 
vaccinated high school students identified as high-risk close contacts of a confirmed case of COVID-19 
to support testing participation and a timely return to school. Limiting the spread of COVID-19 is 
critical to ensuring that schools and child care centres remain safe and open.

COVID-19 rapid antigen screening for child care and school age children will proceed as follows:

Ontario is Providing Operating Grants to 648 Non-Profits Across the Province

The province is providing more than $46 million to support 648 non-profit tourism, culture, sport and 
recreation organizations experiencing financial pressures due to COVID-19. Funding is being delivered 
through the Community Building Fund’s Operating stream to help these non-profits operate their 
facilities so they can provide much-needed programs and services in their communities.

Please click here and here for more information.

Local Medical Officers of Health will continue to monitor local COVID-19 transmission and 
vaccination rates to identify when to implement rapid antigen screening in parts of their region 
based on local factors and needs
Rapid antigen screening will be used only for unvaccinated asymptomatic students and children 
who are not high-risk contacts. Symptomatic or high-risk contacts should continue to access lab-
based PCR testing available at assessment centres and other collection centres
Where the local public health unit has identified schools or child care centres that would benefit 
from this screening, rapid antigen screening tests will be made available. Parents will be able to 
choose if their unvaccinated asymptomatic children will participate in this screening offered by 
their schools or licensed child care settings
Unvaccinated children participating in the program will be able to conduct the rapid antigen 
screening at home with instructions
Children who receive a positive result will be required to seek a confirmatory lab-based PCR test 
at a local assessment centre or specimen collection centre and isolate until the result of that lab-
based PCR test is known. Children who receive a negative result on a rapid antigen screening test 
will be able to continue in-person learning. 

The fund is administered by the Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) and the funding is providing 
organizations across the province with support for:

Essential expenditures, such as staff salaries and fixed operational costs, including utilities, rent, 
lease, telephone and communication lines/services
Equipment costs, programs, services, and adapting to public health measures due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, such as personal protective equipment
Innovation, digital and mobile web/virtual costs for the delivery of products and experiences

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000924/targeted-covid-19-rapid-antigen-screening-to-keep-students-safe
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000927/ontario-supporting-non-profits-through-the-community-building-fund
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1000928/support-for-the-community-building-fund

