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Province Offers Public Health Advice for Celebrating Halloween
Ontario Advises Against Traditional Trick-or-Treating in Ottawa, Toronto, Peel & York

The Chief Medical Officer of Health issued a statement outlining public health advice
for Halloween. In the statement, Dr. Williams advised that door-to-door trick-or-
treating is not recommended in the Stage 2 public health unit regions of Ottawa, Peel,
Toronto and York. Other ways of celebrating should be considered including:

Encouraging kids to dress up and participate in virtual activities and parties
Organizing a Halloween candy hunt with people living in their own household
Carving pumpkins and decorating front lawns
Having a movie night or sharing scary stories

He also stated that families should not travel outside of their neighbourhood to
celebrate Halloween. He further advised that individuals should check with their local
municipality or public health unit for any additional restrictions. For areas outside of
Ottawa, Peel, Toronto and York, recommendations for trick-or-treating include:

Ontario Releases Action Plan to Help Make Government Services More Convenient & Accessible

The Ontario government released an action plan to help make government services simpler, easier to
use, and more convenient and accessible during the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond. Ontario
Onwards: Ontario's COVID-19 Action Plan for a People-Focused Government (click here) includes more
than 30 projects. The Action Plan is a roadmap to make public sector services more customer-focused
and digital- and data-driven. Through it the government is focusing on:

Making government services more digitally accessible, such as providing new and improved digital
health solutions to frontline care personnel
Reducing red tape and simplifying policies, such as reducing barriers to development and
construction approval by allowing a digital application process 
Improving government purchasing by leveraging the combined bulk-buying power of the province
Creating more responsible and flexible public services, such as re-designing core internal processes
or permit applications, so citizens can get what they need faster and easier, such as driver's licences

More information will be announced in the coming weeks and months. Please click
here, here and here for more information.

Only going out with members of your own household
Only trick-or-treating outside
Both trick-or-treaters and people handing out candy should wear a face
covering. A costume mask is not a substitute for a face covering
Not congregating or lingering at doorsteps and remembering to line up two
metres apart if waiting. Avoid high-touch surfaces and objects
Whether collecting or handing out treats, wash your hands often and
thoroughly, or use hand sanitizer
Do not leave treats in a bucket or bowl for children to grab and consider using
tongs or other similar tools to hand out treats
Putting up posters advising trick-or-treaters if you are giving out treats

Please click here and here for more information.

One of the projects identified in the Action Plan is developing a digital identity, based on digital wallet
technology. Starting in January 2021, the government will consult with industry on how the province
could introduce a secure digital identity for Ontarians by the end of 2021, allowing citizens to safely
verify their identity, online or in person. A digital identity will make life easier and more convenient. For
example, using a digital identity a senior could check in to a doctor's appointment online. This touchless
registration would support COVID-19 safety protocols.

https://news.ontario.ca/en/statement/58867/stay-safe-and-follow-public-health-advice-this-halloween
https://www.ontario.ca/page/how-celebrate-halloween-during-covid-19
https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontario-onwards-action-plan
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/58872/ontario-making-government-services-more-convenient-reliable-and-accessible
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/58875/support-for-ontario-onwards-ontarios-covid-19-action-plan-for-a-people-focused-government
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/58873/ontario-onwards-digital-identity-project

