
Ontario to Require Proof of Vaccination in Certain Settings
Ontario to Require Proof of Vaccination in Select Settings as of Sept 22, 2021
The province will require people to be fully vaccinated and provide proof of their vaccination status to 
access certain businesses and settings starting September 22, 2021. Ontarians will need to be fully 
vaccinated (two doses plus 14 days) and provide their proof of vaccination along with photo ID to 
access certain public settings and facilities as of Sept 22, including:
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Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Public Health Encourages Vaccination Policies for Workplaces

In addition to the above requirements, Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Public Health (WDGPH) is strongly 
recommending local employers institute a workplace vaccination policy to protect their employees and 
the public from COVID-19. They have released a letter to employers, which can be found here and 
have also provided information on establishing a vaccination policy for the workplace (click here).

In the letter, Dr. Matthew Tenenbaum states that it is his "strongest possible recommendation that all 
employers across Wellington County, Dufferin County and Guelph introduce COVID-19 vaccination 
policies within their workplaces." 

Please click here for more information.

Restaurants and bars (excluding outdoor patios, as well as delivery and takeout)
Nightclubs (including outdoor areas of the establishment)
Meeting and event spaces, such as banquet halls and conference/convention centres
Facilities used for sports and fitness activities and personal fitness training (e.g. gyms), with the 
exception of youth recreational sport
Sporting events
Casinos, bingo halls, gaming establishments and racing venues (e.g. horse racing)
Concerts, music festivals, theatres and cinemas
Strip clubs, etc.

These mandatory requirements would not apply to outdoor settings where the risk of transmission is 
lower, including patios, with the exception of outdoor nightclub spaces given the risk associated with 
the setting. In addition, these requirements will not apply to settings where people receive medical care, 
food from grocery stores, medical supplies, etc. Indoor masking policies will continue to remain in place.

Individuals who cannot receive the vaccine due to medical exemptions will be permitted entry with a 
doctor’s note until recognized medical exemptions can be integrated as part of a digital vaccine 
certificate. Children who are 11 years of age and younger and unable to be vaccinated will also be 
exempted from these requirements.

Ontario will develop and provide additional tools to improve user experience, efficiency and business 
supports in the coming weeks. Ontarians currently have access to a paper or PDF vaccine receipt that 
includes all relevant information to prove that they are fully vaccinated. As of Sept 22, Ontarians will be 
required to show their vaccine receipt when entering designated settings along with another piece of 
photo identification, such as a driver’s licence or health card.

Ontario will also introduce an enhanced digital vaccine receipt that features a QR code, which is with 
you wherever you go. This digital vaccine receipt can be kept on a phone and easily used to show that 
you've been vaccinated. In addition, the province will launch a new app to make it easier and more 
convenient for businesses and organizations to read and verify that a digital vaccine receipt is valid, 
while protecting your privacy. The province will work with public health units to use the existing 
COVaxON system to safely and securely confirm the vaccination status of students. 

Dufferin residents with green health cards can access their vaccine receipt by clicking here. Please click 
here and here for more detailed information.
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