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Closure of Non-Essential Workplaces & Assistance for Those in Need
Ontario Orders the Closure of All Non-Essential Workplaces

Funding to Help Those in Need

The Province will offer municipalities and organizations administering social services with funding to
support them in their response to COVID-19. Funding will help providers like shelters, food banks,
emergency services, charities and non-profits deliver critical services, etc. Ontario's municipal service
managers will determine local needs and distribute the funding, ensuring clients receive the support
they need.

Funding will also help individuals who do not qualify for emergency financial supports under federal
programs. Ontario's investment will provide additional resources directly to individuals and families in
financial crisis. This includes those who are not able to access federal assistance to cover needs such as
food costs, rent, medicine and other essential services during this time. Ontario is expanding access to
existing Emergency Assistance under the current provisions of Ontario Works. This is available to people
with limited income, assets or credit who are in a crisis or an emergency situation. More details to
follow.

For more detailed information please click here and here or see the Government of Ontario Newsroom
at https://news.ontario.ca/  

The Ontario Government has issued an order for the mandatory closure of all non-essential
workplaces effective as of Tuesday, March 24th at 11:59 p.m.
The closure will be in effect for 14 days with the possibility of extending if needed.
A full list of workplaces that are permitted to stay open has been released, please visit this site to see
the full list: https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/3/list-of-essential-workplaces.html
These essential services will continue operations to ensure the people of Ontario have access to
necessities, including groceries, medicines, etc.
A 1-800 number and website will be made available on Wednesday for any questions.

For more detailed information please click here or see the Government of Ontario Newsroom
at https://news.ontario.ca/ 

Support for Current Social Assistance Clients

The government is making additional resources available in order to provide discretionary benefits to
those currently in receipt of social assistance. Details to follow.

Those already on social assistance are encouraged to check out online applications such as MyBenefits.
They may also want to contact their Ontario Works caseworker or go online at Ontario.ca/community.
ODSP recipients are also eligible to receive these benefits and can contact their ODSP caseworker for
additional information. 
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