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Ontario Implementing new Public Health Measures at Bars & Restaurants
Ontario Announces new Provincewide Restrictions at Bars & Restaurants

The province has amended an order under the Reopening Ontario (A Flexible Response to COVID-19)
Act, 2020 (ROA), to tighten public health measures in response to the rise in cases of COVID-19. To help
limit future outbreaks, the amended order will apply as of 12:01 a.m. on Saturday September 26 and will:

Apply additional restrictions to restaurants, bars, etc., by prohibiting the sale of alcohol after 11 p.m.,
prohibiting the consumption of alcohol on the premises after 12:00 a.m., and requiring
establishments to close by 12:00 a.m. and remain closed until 5:00 a.m. (except for takeout/delivery)
Close all strip clubs across the province
Require businesses or organizations to comply with any recommendations and instructions issued by
the Office of the Chief Medical Officer of Health on screening for COVID-19

Ontario is also preparing to respond to any surges of COVID-19. The government is investing $457.5
million to increase community capacity, including home and community care. Ontario will:

The province will work with the municipal sector and other partners to encourage increased enforcement
of businesses, etc. to comply with public health safety measures and restrictions. Ontario has extended
orders currently in force under the ROA to October 22, 2020. Click here for more information.

Ontario is Investing to Reduce Surgeries Backlog & Prepare for Surges in COVID-19 Cases

The province is investing $741 million to help clear the backlog of surgeries and prepare for surges in
COVID-19 cases as part of the province's fall plan. Ontario is:

Investing up to $283.7 million to support additional priority surgeries including cancer, cardiac, etc.
Extending diagnostic imaging hours at health care facilities for MRIs, CT scans, etc.
Adding an additional 139 critical care beds and 1,349 additional hospital beds in hospitals and
alternate health facilities across the province to support more surgical procedures
Working on a centralized waitlist and a program to optimize the use of the operating rooms 

Expand access to virtual emergency department services. Patients will have the option of virtual pre-
and post-surgery appointments
Help up to 850 alternate levels of care patients access care in a home or community setting to help
add more capacity in hospitals
Adding 484,000 nursing and therapy visits and 1.4 million personal support worker hours

The Government of Canada is Creating a Canada-wide Early Learning & Child Care System

The Minister of Families, Children and Social Development spoke about the Government of Canada’s
commitment to create a Canada-wide early learning and child care system, as promised in the Speech
from the Throne (click here). The Government of Canada will work with all provinces and territories, as
well as with First Nations, Inuit and Métis Nation governments, to ensure that high-quality care is
accessible to all. Additionally, the Government of Canada remains committed to subsidizing before- and
after-school program costs. Please click here for more information. 

Please click here for more detailed information. 

Canada has Signed new Agreements to Secure Additional Vaccine Candidates for COVID-19

The Government of Canada announced an agreement with AstraZeneca to procure up to 20 million doses
of its COVID‑19 vaccine candidate. This agreement adds to those already reached. The Prime Minister
also announced Canada’s participation in the COVID-19 Vaccine Global Access (COVAX) Facility, a global
procurement system that will help deliver fair, equitable, and timely access to COVID-19 vaccines. The
Government of Canada is committing around $220 million to the Facility to procure up
to 15 million vaccine doses for Canadians. Please click here for more information.
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