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Ontario Presses Ottawa to Increase Funding
Ontario is Putting Pressure on the Federal Government to Increase Share of Health Funding

The Ontario government is pressing the federal government to immediately lay out a plan to fund
provincial priorities, including responding to future waves and surges of COVID-19, strengthening long-
term care, increasing testing and quarantine enforcement at the border, and more. Premier Ford called
for an increase to the Canada Health Transfer to cover at least 35% of provincial-territorial health
spending starting this year. The funding will partly be used to enhance the province's fall preparedness
plan. 

The pandemic further underscored the need for increased investment in the long-term care sector.
Ontario is calling on the federal government to provide immediate and ongoing supports to long-term
care residents and those who care for them, including investments for staffing, infection prevention and
control, and infrastructure funding to help build new beds.

Enforcing public health rules at the border is critical to help contain and prevent the spread of COVID-19.
The Ontario government is asking Ottawa to increase testing and screening at the border and to hire
additional federal staff to enforce the quarantine rules. The province is asking the federal government to
ensure an effective strategy is in place to expand testing and screening at the border before any
restrictions are loosened.

The province is also calling on the federal government to invest an additional $10 billion per year over
10 years in infrastructure and asking the federal government to make additional investments to expand
and improve broadband service in more unserved and underserved communities. Please click here for
more information.

Canada is Investing in Research Projects on the Social, Cultural & Economic Impacts of COVID-19

The Government of Canada announced an investment of over $4 million in funding through the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council’s (SSHRC) Partnership Engage Grants, to support 172 projects
and almost 600 researchers working with businesses and community partners from across Canada. Over
$3 million of the investment announced today will directly support 139 projects addressing COVID-19-
related research. Some of these projects will study changes in the teaching profession; the pandemic’s
impact on small- and medium-sized enterprises; mental health among entrepreneurs; and impacts on
seniors and their community support services. Please click here for more information.

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/58457/ontario-presses-ottawa-to-increase-share-of-health-funding
https://www.canada.ca/en/social-sciences-humanities-research/news/2020/09/latest-covid-19-research-investment-supports-knowledge-exchange-on-social-cultural-and-economic-impact-of-covid-19.html

