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Province is Urging Ontario Residents to get the Flu Shot this Year

Ontario Announces Flu Shot Campaign as Part of their COVID-19 Fall Preparedness Plan

The Ontario government is implementing the largest flu immunization campaign in Ontario's history.
The campaign is part of the province's plan to prepare for a second wave of COVID-19. The plan,
entitled Keeping Ontarians Safe: Preparing for Future Waves of COVID-19, sets out a series of steps to
prevent, identify and respond to any outbreak scenario this fall. The plan aims to:

Maintain public health measures, including continued expansion of testing and case and contact
management
Identify, manage and prevent COVID-19 outbreaks
Accelerate efforts to reduce health service backlogs
Prepare for surges in COVID-19 cases
Recruit, retain, train and support health care workers, while also continuing to engage families and
caregivers
Implement the largest flu immunization campaign in Ontario's history

Government of Canada Signs New Agreements to Secure COVID-19 Vaccine Candidate 

The Government of Canada announced that they have signed agreements with Sanofi and
GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) to secure up to 72 million doses of their COVID-19 vaccine candidate. Currently,
no vaccines have been approved to prevent COVID-19 in Canada. Many vaccines are in clinical trials or
under development domestically or internationally. 

Given the size and complexity of the plan, the province will release details over the coming days. The
annual spread of the flu presents an additional challenge to Ontario's response to future waves of
COVID-19. That's why the province is investing almost $70 million to purchase flu vaccines to deliver an
expanded campaign this year. Ontario has implemented several measures, such as:

Please click here for more information. 

Ordering 5.1 million flu vaccine doses in partnership with the federal government and other
provinces and territories. This includes 1.3 million high-dose vaccine doses for Ontario seniors
Prioritizing early distribution of the flu vaccine for vulnerable populations in long-term care homes,
hospitals and retirement homes
Investing an additional $26.5 million to purchase additional flu vaccine doses if required and made
available through the national vaccine bulk procurement program
Improving access by allocating high-dose flu vaccines for seniors to participating pharmacies
Launching a public education campaign to encourage getting the flu shot

The flu shot will be available in the coming weeks at primary care provider offices and public health units
for anyone over the age of six months, and participating pharmacies for anyone five years of age or
older. Flu season can start as early as November. It takes about two weeks for the flu shot to reach full
effect, so the province is encouraging everyone able to get the shot when it becomes available. Please
click here and here for more information.

The Government of Canada also announced that they have signed an agreement with Gilead Sciences
and McKesson Canada to secure a supply of up to 150,000 vials of remdesivir, with deliveries beginning
this month and continuing into early 2021. Currently, remdesivir is the only known anti-viral drug that
has been shown to be effective in treating COVID-19 patients. 

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/58474/ontario-set-to-launch-largest-flu-immunization-campaign-in-provinces-history
https://www.ontario.ca/page/flu-facts
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-services-procurement/news/2020/09/government-of-canada-signs-new-agreements-to-secure-additional-vaccine-candidate-and-treatment-for-covid-19.html

