
March 24, 2020 

COVID-19 Federal and Provincial Updates 

The Provincial and Federal Governments have made a series of announcements today as 
the COVID-19 situation continues in Canada. Below is a summary of today’s 
announcements and links to where you can find out more information about any of 
these announcements. 

Federal:  

• The PM strongly stated for everyone to stay home as the pandemic grows and 
encouraged that they are trying to get money out to people quickly. They are 
working on getting more tests, supplies, and related workers.  

• The House of Commons will resume today to pass emergency legislation worth 
billions of dollars to support Canadians and the economy during the COVID-19 
pandemic. The “COVID-19 Emergency Response Act” legislation contains the 
amendments needed to enact the promised $82 billion response package, which 
includes $27 billion in financial aid for Canadians and $55 billion in economic 
stimulus and tax deferral measures for businesses. 

Details of economic aid bill 

The bill is expected to have key legislative changes aimed at directly responding to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, including:  

o Spelling out how much more money each province is getting to beef up their 
preparedness efforts 

o Creating a 16-week window where eligible Canadian workers can be absent from 
work on account of the novel coronavirus 

o Enacting a new “Public Health Events of National Concern Payments Act” which 
would grant the finance minister the ability to spend “all money required to do 
anything, including making payments to provinces and territories,” in relation to 
public health events of national concern 

o Providing the finance minister with a range of new powers related to procuring, 
loaning to, merging, selling, winding-up or dissolving corporations; and allowing 
for, on the authorization of the health minister, the ability to “make, construct, 
use and sell a patented invention to the extent necessary to response to the 
public health emergency.” 

According to the Canada Border Services Agency, more than a million Canadians 
returned from abroad last week amid heightened coronavirus warnings, while many 

https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/more-than-a-million-canadians-and-permanent-residents-return-from-abroad-amid-covid-19-warnings-1.4865042
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/more-than-a-million-canadians-and-permanent-residents-return-from-abroad-amid-covid-19-warnings-1.4865042


others are still waiting for a flight home.  The federal government is still trying to work 
with companies to get them home 

 

Provincial: 

• Province to lower hydro rates in response to COVID-19 pandemic. This applies to 
small businesses and farms for the next six weeks as well. Starting Tuesday, all 
electricity customers will be charged only the lowest or off-peak rate for hydro all 
day, all night, seven days a week. The Premier stated that the Landlords are 
expected to pass savings along to renters.  

• Provincial government announces closures of non-essential businesses: Drive rest 
areas like ONroute to be kept open to support drivers delivering goods. 

• Construction companies who do not protect their workers with health and safety 
will be shut down – provincial inspections to ensure. Premier Ford stated that 
most of these companies are acting in good faith. 

• Tomorrow, Ontario Finance Minister Rod Phillips is expected to release an 
economic statement, in lieu of budget right now, that will likely include more 
measures to respond to COVID-19. 

• 58 COVID-19 Assessment Centres are now open. The number of testing sites and 
daily tests to be dramatically increased. 

• Ontario has now launched an enhanced and interactive self-assessment tool 
• The Premier praised the private sector for donations and working with the 

government to assist in supply chain supports for the pandemic asap (*How your 
business can potentially contribute for supplies, innovation and ideas: Ontario 
Together https://www.ontario.ca/page/how-your-organization-can-help-fight-
coronavirus 

• The Ontario government announced a new order under the declaration of 
emergency to ensure health care resources are available to help prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 and keep individuals and families safe. This temporary order 
would give hospitals the ability to cancel and postpone services to free-up space 
and valuable staff, identify staffing priorities, and develop, modify and implement 
redeployment plans. 

• The Premier stated that kids will not be going back to school at the beginning of 
April 

**For additional news pertaining to businesses during COVID-19 check out the 
Economic Development COVID-19 page which is updated with news articles specific to 
business during the pandemic.  

https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/feds-secure-limited-flights-to-retrieve-canadians-stuck-abroad-1.4864141
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/self-assessment/#q0
https://www.ontario.ca/page/how-your-organization-can-help-fight-coronavirus
https://www.ontario.ca/page/how-your-organization-can-help-fight-coronavirus

