
March 23, 2020 

COVID-19 Federal and Provincial Updates 

The Provincial and Federal Governments have made a series of announcements today as 
the COVID-19 situation continues in Canada. Below is a summary of today’s 
announcements and links to where you can find out more information about any of 
these announcements.  

 

Federal: 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau is pleading with Canadians to follow public health 
guidelines on COVID-19, warning that stiff enforcement measures could be imposed if 
people don't stop engaging in behaviour that puts lives at risk. 

The federal government is launching a $30-million ad campaign to advise Canadians 
about how to help prevent the spread of COVID-19, beginning today. 

Trudeau also announced that Canada is spending $192 million on developing and 
producing vaccines for the novel coronavirus. 

Trudeau reiterated support for workers and businesses with the 82 billion dollar package 
announced last week https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/03/18/prime-
minister-announces-more-support-workers-and-businesses-through  

 

Help for Canadian businesses:  

The Canadian government will allow businesses to defer payments of income tax 
amounts until after Aug. 31. No interest or penalties will accumulate. 

The government will also increase the tax credits available to small, medium and 
large businesses. 

On Monday, Trudeau announced the new Business Credit Availability Program, 
which will provide more than $10 billion in additional support to businesses 
through the Business Development Bank of Canada and Export Development 
Canada. 

The government said it will also “further expand Export Development Canada’s 
ability to provide support for domestic businesses, and provide flexibility on the 
Canada Account limit, so the government can support Canadian businesses of 
national interest.” 

https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/03/18/prime-minister-announces-more-support-workers-and-businesses-through
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/03/18/prime-minister-announces-more-support-workers-and-businesses-through


The government will also augment the credit available to farmers and the agri-
food sector through Farm Credit Canada.) 

Lastly, the government will launch an Insured Mortgage Protection Program to 
purchase up to $50 billion of insured mortgage pools through CMHC.) 

Provincial: 

Ontario Premier Doug Ford is ordering all non-essential stores and services to 
close starting Tuesday at 11:59 p.m. in an attempt to slow the spread of COVID-
19.  All business activity in the province will be shut down until April 13, except 
grocery stories, pharmacies and other essential services. 

On Friday, provincial police in Ontario warned that people will face fines for 
violating orders to close certain businesses and to limit gatherings. 

$200M from Ontario to its municipalities for the vulnerable. 

“New Funding Will Support Municipalities, Food Banks, Homeless Shelters and 
Individuals” 

The funding will also go to people and families who are struggling financially but 
are unable to access federal support programs, said Ontario Social Services 
Minister Todd Smith on Monday at Queen's Park. Anyone can apply through the 
province's website: ontario.ca/community. 

https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/03/ontario-protecting-the-most-vulnerable-
during-covid-19-crisis.html 

 

Interest story – Facebook is helping business: 

Coming soon: Facebook Small Business Grants Program 

We know that your business may be experiencing disruptions resulting from the global 
outbreak of COVID-19.  

We’ve heard that a little financial support can go a long way, so we are offering $100M 
in cash grants and ad credits to help during this challenging time. 

How the program can help: Examples: 

Keep your workforce going strong  

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/covid-19-coronavirus-ontario-monday-1.5506445
https://www.ontario.ca/page/ministry-children-community-and-social-services
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/03/ontario-protecting-the-most-vulnerable-during-covid-19-crisis.html
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/03/ontario-protecting-the-most-vulnerable-during-covid-19-crisis.html


Help with your rent costs  

Connect with more customers  

Cover operational costs  
 

We’ll begin taking applications in the coming weeks. In the meantime, you can sign up 
to receive more information when it becomes available.  

 https://www.facebook.com/business/boost/grants 

 

**For additional news pertaining to businesses during COVID-19 check out the 
Economic Development COVID-19 page which is updated with news articles specific to 
business during the pandemic.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/business/boost/grants
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