
Recreational Use of the County Forest – Policy 4-6-1 
 
Appendix C: Terms of Reference – Dufferin County Forest Advisory Team 
 
Purpose: 
The purpose of the Dufferin County Forest Advisory Team (DCFAT) is to: 

• provide community input and advice to County staff regarding the Dufferin County Forest 
Management Plan and Dufferin County Forest Recreational Use Policy and; 

• assist County staff in communicating plan and policy revisions. 
 
Dufferin County Forest Goal: 
To protect the quality and integrity of ecosystems in the Dufferin County Forest, including air, water, 
land and biota; and, where quality and integrity have been diminished, to encourage restoration or 
remediation to healthy conditions; while providing a variety of social and economic benefits to the 
public. 
 
Assumptions: 

• recreational pursuits in the forest are a privilege, not a right; 
• the Dufferin County Forest is not parkland, preserve or for single-use, however, some areas 

may not be suitable for all activities and; 
• the Dufferin County Forest is owned and managed by the Corporation of the County of Dufferin, 

and is not Crown land. 
 
Criteria for Analysis of Recreational Activities/Events: 

• activity must have minimal environmental impact; 
• activity must not have significant impact upon other forest users; 
• activity must be compatible with forest management activities; 
• activity must not pose significant liability concerns to the County and; 
• activity should not require significant County staff intervention for administration or policing. 

 
Membership: 
Representation will be solicited from the general public to coincide with the new term of County Council, 
or as required to replace or add members. Five members will be selected according to the following 
criteria: 

• commitment to advancing the purpose of the Dufferin County Forest Advisory Team; 
• interest and respect for a broad range of issues regarding the management of the Dufferin 

County Forest; 
• respect for the procedures agreed to by the members; 
• willingness to serve as a volunteer on the Advisory Team; 
• aged 18 or over; and 
• resident of Dufferin County. 

In addition, one member of the Community Services/Dufferin Oaks Committee will be appointed to the 
Dufferin County Forest Advisory Team. 
 
Structure: 
The Advisory Team will meet at least once annually to discuss items relevant to its purpose. The 
County Forest Manager or his/her designate will attend all meetings and assist as required. The 
Advisory Team may choose to obtain feedback from recreational users and the broader public when 
deemed necessary. 
 
 


