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SUBJECT Pre-Consultation Policy 

AUTHORITY Council – April 24, 2025 

PURPOSE 

The Province of Ontario (herein referred to as the ‘Province’) is the guiding authority for 

planning and development in Ontario. Such guidance is generally provided through the 

implementation of legislation that will either amend existing or introduce new planning 

policies and regulations. An example of such is that of the Cutting Red Tape to Build More 

Homes Act, 2024 (herein referred to as ‘Bill 185’). 

Bill 185 was first introduced by the Province on April 10th, 2024 and, subsequently, received 

Royal Assent on June 6th, 2024. Though several amendments to in-effect planning 

legislation were made under Bill 185, the most notable, as it relates to this policy document, 

were amendments to Subsection’s 22(3.1), 34 (10.0.1), 41(3.1), and 51(16.1) of the Planning 

Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.13, as amended. These amendments removed the requirement for 

applicants to consult with the County or local municipalities before submitting planning 

applications relating to Official Plan Amendments, Zoning By-law Amendments, Site Plan, 

and Plans of Subdivision/Condominium. 

STATEMENT 

The intent of the Pre-Consultation Policy is twofold in nature. Broadly speaking, this policy 

is being implemented to ensure alignment with the general directive on pre-consultations 

that has been brought forth under Bill 185. The previous pre-consultation by-law (By-law 

2019-10) did not conform to the changes made under Bill 185, and, therefore, was 

recommended to be repealed by the previously in-effect Committee of Development and 

Tourism on January 23, 2025. The newly created pre-consultation policy will replace By-law 

2019-10 and, ultimately, provide direction on pre-consultations that more strongly align 

with that of the regulations introduced through Bill 185. 

Further to the above, the new pre-consultation policy will also provide prospective 
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applicants general guidance on the pre-consultation process at the County level. It will 

highlight what planning applications the County of Dufferin encourages applicants to 

submit pre-consultations for, as well as general fees for the submission of a pre-

consultation. 

PROCEDURES: 

General Guidelines for Pre-Consultation 

The pre-consultation process is not required; however, it is strongly recommended. This 

process allows staff and external agencies the ability to provide applicants guidance on 

their application, specifically relating to required planning applications and the necessary 

technical reports and studies that are to be submitted as part of a planning application(s). 

Specific planning applications where a pre-consultation is most beneficial and, therefore, 

highly encouraged, include the following: 

i. An application to amend a local municipal official plan; 

ii. An application for a secondary and site-specific plan; 

iii. An application to amend a local municipal zoning by-law; 

iv. An application for approval of a plan of subdivision/condominium, and; 

v. An application for a site plan. 

The County also deems a formal pre-consultation beneficial for any person or public body 

intending to file an application for a parcel of land located on the following: 

i. Dufferin County Public Road; 

ii. Regional or Provincial Road within the County of Dufferin, and; 

iii. Public Rights of Way (R.O.W), to amend a local municipal zoning by-law, or files 

an application for approval consent or minor variance. 

Should an applicant decide to proceed with a formal pre-consultation, the County will also 

request that certain pre-consultation fees be paid during the initial submission. The 

Planning Division, for instance, requires the payment of a $750.00 base fee and, in certain 

circumstances, a $10,000 deposit, which is determined at the discretion of Planning 

Division staff. If the deposit is requested, it is likely that peer review and/or legal services 

were deemed necessary by staff, and that deposit will help offset the costs associated with 

those services. Additional fees may be requested by other County departments as part of 
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the pre-consultation process. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

This policy will become effective upon approval by Council. 

CONCLUSION 

The County of Dufferin Planning Division strives to continuously conform to all overarching 

planning legislation. The implementation of this policy will not only ensure alignment with 

Provincial directive on planning application pre-consultations but also serve as a framework 

for prospective applicants seeking to engage in a formal pre-consultation with the County 

of Dufferin. 


